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Lesson 28: Win the Heart, Share the Gospel:  
Evangelism Through Building Relationships 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:7-8  
“But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. So, 
affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, 
but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.” 
 
Evangelism flows best through genuine relationships. Win a person’s heart with Christ-like love, 
and their ears will be open to the gospel of grace. 
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The Biblical Mandate for Relational Evangelism 
 

Jesus’ Example 

 
John 4:6-7 “Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus 
by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to 
her, ‘Give Me a drink.’” 
Jesus lingered with the Samaritan woman, engaging her personally. 
 
Luke 19:5 “And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, 
make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.’” 

Relationship preceded _______________ . 
 

Paul’s Pattern 

 
Acts 20:20 “how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you 
publicly and from house to house.” 

Paul taught both publicly and personally, building relationships. 
1 Thessalonians 2:7-8	(NKJV): See above. Paul was gentle, affectionate, and shared his life. 
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Great Commission With Great Compassion 
 
Matthew 28:19-20	“Go therefore and make _______________ of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you…” . 
 
Discipleship begins when trust is built. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19	“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself…” 
 

Winning the Heart: Building Bridges of Trust 
 
Be Present: Slow down and show up consistently where people are…  
Romans 12:13	 “distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.” 
 
Listen Well: James 1:19	“So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath.” 
Ask good questions and listen without rushing to answers. 
 
Serve Selflessly: Galatians 5:13	“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use 
liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” 
 
Share Life: Invite people into your meals, hobbies, or celebrations. 
 
Authentic Transparency: Be real about your struggles and point to Jesus as your strength. 
 

From Relationship to Gospel Conversation 
 
Pray for Open Doors: 
Colossians 4:3	“meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to 
speak the mystery of Christ…” 
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Watch for Spirit-Led Moments: Acts 8:29	“Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go near and overtake this 
chariot.’” 
Share Your Story: Revelation 12:11	“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word 
of their testimony…” 

Present the Gospel Clearly: 
God’s Design: Created for fellowship with Him. 
Our Problem: Sin separates (Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”). 
God’s Solution: Jesus’ death and resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). 
Our Response: _______________ and faith (Acts 2:38)  
Romans 10:17	“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Invite a Response, But Don’t Manipulate: Trust the Spirit to convict. 

Practical Ways to Cultivate Gospel Friendships
Neighborhood: Host cookouts, prayer-walk your street. 
Workplace: Show integrity and offer to pray for coworkers’ burdens. 
Community: Volunteer in schools or food pantries. 
Digital Presence: Share Christ-centered posts or caring texts. 
Family: Involve kids in loving neighbors (baking cookies). 

We love people because Christ loves them, whether or not they believe. 

Overcoming Common Barriers 
Fear of Rejection:	Luke 10:16	“He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me…” 
Busyness: Evangelism is our calling, not an add-on. 
Lack of Knowledge: You don’t need all the answers, just a faithful heart. 
Past Hurts:	2 Timothy 1:7	“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of 
a sound mind.” 

Call to Action 
Pray	for three people who don’t know Christ. 
Plan	one intentional act of hospitality or service this week. 
Prepare	a three-minute testimony of how Christ changed your life. 




