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Lesson 36 CHURCH HISTORY: The Reformation (AD 1291–1590)

What Was the Reformation? 

A movement that sought to reform the Church by returning to the authority of Scripture and the 
message of the Gospel. 

“The Reformation was a deeper plunge into the meaning of the Gospel.” – Philip Schaff 

Key Questions 

• Authority: Where does truth come from?
• Salvation: How is a person reconciled to God?
• Church: What is the true Church?
• Christian Life: How should believers live?

Proto-Reformers (Before Luther) 

Early voices calling for reform: 

• Peter Waldo – preached Scripture in the common language
• John Wyclif – taught Bible as the highest authority
• Jan Hus – condemned church corruption; burned in 1415
• Erasmus – published Greek New Testament (1516)

These movements prepared the ground for the Reformation. 

The Reformation Begins (1517) 

Martin Luther 

• Posted the 95 Theses in 1517
• Challenged indulgences and papal authority
• Emphasized:

o Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)
o Sola Fide (Faith alone)
o Priesthood of all believers
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Major Reform Movements 
-Lutheran 
Led by Martin Luther in Germany. 
-Reformed 
Led by Zwingli and later Calvin in Switzerland. 
-Anglican 
Church of England formed under Henry VIII. 
-Anabaptist 

Radical reformers emphasizing: 

• Believer’s baptism 
• Separation of church and state 
• Discipleship and holy living 

Major Division 

The reformers disagreed over the Lord’s Supper: 

• Luther: Christ truly present 
• Zwingli: Symbolic memorial 
• Calvin: Spiritual presence 

This disagreement prevented Protestant unity. 

Results 

Europe divided between: 
Protestant Regions 
Germany, Switzerland, England, Scandinavia, Low Countries 
Catholic Regions 
Italy, Spain, France, Poland 
The Catholic Church responded with the Counter-Reformation. 

The Reformation changed the answers to major church questions: 

• Salvation: Faith alone 
• Authority: Scripture alone 
• Church: Community of believers 
• Christian Life: Serving God in every calling 




