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Foreword

A’\few words with regard to the origin of this booldahe object with which it was

written will help to put the reader into the rigidsition for understanding its teaching.

It was the outcome of a conference of ministeiStalenbosch, South Africa, April 11-14,1912.
The occasion of the conference was as follows:eRsafr de Vos, of our Theological Seminary,
had written a letter to the ministers of our chuflitch Reformed Church) concerning the low
state of spiritual life which marked the Churchiwansal) generally, which, (he said), ought to
lead to the inquiry as to how far that statemediuithed our church too. What had been said in
the book, The State of the Church, called for dagyching of heart. He thought there could be
no doubt about the truth of the statement in re¢@tte lack of spiritual power. He asked
whether it was not time for us to come togetheriar@dod's presence to find out what might be
the cause of the evil. He wrote: 'If only we stuldg conditions in all sincerity, we shall have to
acknowledge that our unbelief and sin are the catitee lack of spiritual power; that this
condition is one of sin and guilt before God, anthing less than a direct grieving of God's
Holy Spirit.'

His invitation met with a hearty response. Our ftheological professors, with more than two
hundred ministers, missionaries, and theologicalestts, came together with the above words as
the keynote of our meeting. From the very firsttha addresses there was the tone of confession
as the only way to repentance and restoration.Ab@equent meeting the opportunity was

given for testimony as to what might be the singcivimade the life of the Church so feeble.
Some began to mention failings that they had seethier ministers, either in conduct, or in
doctrine, or in service. It was soon felt that thiss not the right way; each must acknowledge
that in which he himself was guilty.

The Lord graciously so ordered it that we were gadlgt led to the sin of prayerlessness as one
of the deepest roots of the evil. No one could g leianself free from this. Nothing so reveals the
defective spiritual life in minister and congregatias the lack of believing and unceasing
prayer. Prayer is in very deed the pulse of thetapl life. It is the great means of bringing to
minister and people the blessing and power of heaRersevering and believing prayer means a
strong and an abundant life.

When once the spirit of confession began to pretrael question arose as to whether it would be
indeed possible to expect to gain the victory @lethat had in the past hindered our prayer life.
In smaller conferences held previously, it had bieend that many were most anxious to make
a new beginning and yet had not the courage toatxpat they would be able to maintain that
prayer life which they saw to be in accordance whnWord of God. They had often made the
attempt but had failed. They did not dare to makem@omise to the Lord to live and pray as he
would have them; they felt it impossible. Such emsions gradually led to the great truth, that
the only power for a new prayer life is to be foundn entirely new relation to our blessed
Saviour. It is as we see in him the Lord who saxeBom sin - the sin of prayerlessness too -
and our faith yields itself to a life of closerentourse with him, that a life in his love and
fellowship will make prayer to him the natural eggsion of our soul's life. Before we parted,



many were able to testify that they were returning with new light awchoee to find in Jesus
Christ strength for a new prayer life.
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Chapter 1

The Sin and Cause of Prayerlessness

1‘} f conscience is to do its work, and the contritarhes to feel its misery, it is necessary
fé x4 that each individual should mention his sin by naiftee confession must be severely
M5 gﬁ" personal. In a meeting of ministers there is probab single sin which each one of us
ought to acknowledge with deeper shame -'Guiltyi/ywguilty’ - than the sin of prayerlessness.

What is it, then, that makes prayerlessness sigrha sin? At first it is looked upon merely as a
weakness. There is so much talk about lack of &nkall sorts of distractions that the deep guilt
of the situation is not recognised. Let it be oondst desire that, for the future, the sin of
prayerlessness may be to us truly sinful. Consider

1. What a reproach it is to God

There is the holy and most glorious God who invitego come to him, to hold converse with
him, to ask from him such things as we need, arexperience what a blessing there is in
fellowship with him. He has created him we miginidfiour highest glory and salvation.

What use do we make of this heavenly privilege? Huamy there are who take only five
minutes for prayer! They say that they have no tameé that the heart desire for prayer is
lacking; they do not know how to spend half an heith God! It is not that they absolutely do
not pray; they pray every day - but they have angoprayer, as a token of communion with
God which shows that God is everything to them.

If a friend comes to visit them, they have time\timake time, even at the cost of sacrifice, for
the sake of enjoying converse with him. Yes, thayeitime for everything that really interests
them, but no time to practise fellowship with Gadlalelight themselves in him! They find time
for a creature who can be of service to them; lbytafter day, month after month passes, and
there is no time to spend one hour with God.

Do not our hearts begin to acknowledge what a disig what a despite of God this is, that |
dare to say | cannot find time for fellowship wittm? If this sin begins to appear plain to us,
shall we not with deep shame cry out: 'Woe is el &m undone, 0 God; be merciful to me,
and forgive this awful sin of prayerlessness.' @srsfurther

2. It is the cause of a deficient spiritual life

It is a proof that, for the most part, our lifestdl under the power of 'the flesh'. Prayer is the
pulse of life; by it the doctor can tell what igtbondition of the heart. The sin of prayerlessness
is a proof for the ordinary Christian or ministkat the life of God in the soul is in deadly
sickness and weakness.

Much is said and many complaints are made about#i#eness of the Church to fulfill her
calling, to exercise an influence over her memberdgliver them from the power of the world,
and to bring them to a life of holy consecratiorGod. Much is also spoken about her
indifference to the millions of heathen whom Chastrusted to her that she might make known
to them his love and salvation. What is the redbahmany thousands of Christian workers in



the world have not a greater influence? Nothing save this - the prayerlessnesssefuloe. In
the midst of all their zeal in the study and in the work of the Church, of all theiufaist in
preaching and conversation with the people, they lack that ceaseless prayehashattached to
it the sure promise of the Spirit and the power from on high. It is nothing but the sin of
prayerlessness which is the cause of the lack of a powerful spiritual difisider further

3. The dreadful loss which the Church suffers as a result of the prayerlessness of the minister

It is the business of a minister to train believers up to a life of prayer; butdroa/leader do
this if he himself understands little the art of conversing with God and of regdigim the

Holy Spirit, every day, out of heaven, abundant grace for himself and for his work#stem
cannot lead a congregation higher than he is himself. He cannot with enthusiasm peinagpt
or explain a work, in which he is not himself walking or living.

How many thousands of Christians there are who know next to nothing of the blessedness of
prayer fellowship with God! How many there are who know something of it and long for a
further increase of this knowledge, but in the preaching of the Word they are not péysistent
urged to keep on till they obtain the blessing! The reason is simply and only that therminis
understands so little about the secret of powerful prayer and does not give lpggytace in his
service which, in the nature of the case and in the will of God, is indispensablyangeceés

what a difference we should notice in our congregations if ministers could be brmsghtih

its right light the sin of prayerlessness and were delivered from it! Oaceconsider

4. The impossibility of preaching the gospel to all men-as we are commanded by Christ to do -

so long as this sin is not overcome and cast out.

Many feel that the great need of missions is the obtaining of men and women Wijgewil
themselves to the Lord to strive in prayer for the salvation of souls. ltdmabedn said that God

is eager and able to deliver and bless the world he has redeemed, if his peoplat wdhag,

if they were but ready, to cry to him day and night But how can congregations be bootingtht t
unless there comes first an entire change in ministers and that they begithat skee
indispensable thing is not preaching, not pastoral visitation, not church work, but fellovitship w
God in prayer till they are clothed with power from on high?

Oh, that all thought and work and expectation concerning the kingdom might drive us to the
acknowledgement of the sin of prayerlessness! God help us to root it out! God deligen its fr
through the blood and power of Christ Jesus! God teach every minister of the Word totseee wha
glorious place he may occupy if he first of all is delivered from this root t; e that with

courage and joy, in faith and perseverance, he can go on with his God!

The sin of prayerlessness! The Lord lay the burden of it so heavy on our hearts tlegt mat m
rest till it is taken far from us through the name and power of Jesus He will maaskible
for us.

A witness from America
In 1898, there were two members of the Presbytery in New York who attended theeldbrthf
Conference for the deepening of the spiritual life. They returned to theirwitbr the fire of a
new enthusiasm. They endeavoured to bring about a revival in the entire Presligery.
meeting which they held, the chairman was guided to ask the brethren a questiomirgncer



their prayer life: '‘Brethren,’ said he, 'let us today make confession lé&ddrand each other. It

will do us good. Will everyone who spends half an hour every day with God in connection with
his work hold up a hand?' One hand was held up. He made a further request: 'All who thus spend
fifteen minutes hold up a hand.' Not half of the hands were held up. Then he said: 'Prayer, the
working power of the Church of Christ, and half of the workers make hardly any usAlbf it

who spend five minutes hold up hands." All hands went up. But one man came later with the
confession that he was not quite sure if he spent five minutes in prayer evelislagaid he,

‘a terrible revelation of how little time | spend with God.’

The cause of prayerlessness.

In an elder's prayer meeting, a brother put the question: 'What, then, is the causeic s
prayerlessness? Is it not unbelief?’

The answer was: 'Certainly; but then comes the question what is the causeiobétiaf?'
When the disciples asked the Lord Jesus: 'Why could not we cast the devil s@r?sWer was:
'‘Because of your unbelief." He went further and said: 'Howbeit this kind goeth not oyt but
prayer and fasting' (Matt. 17.19-21). If the life is not one of self-denial - wfidasthat is,
letting the world go; of prayer - that is, laying hold of heaven, faith cannot beisec A life
lived according to the flesh and not according to the Spirit - it is in this thah@véhe origin of
the prayerlessness of which we complain. As we came out of the meeting a saattierme:
‘That is the whole difficulty; we wish to pray in the Spirit and at the samewialk after the
flesh, and this is impossible.'

If one is sick and desires healing, it is of prime importance that the trueafahisesickness be
discovered. This is always the first step toward recovery. If the partzalse is not recognised,
and attention is directed to subordinate causes, or to supposed but not real causes, tigling is
of the question. In like manner, it is of the utmost importance for us to obtain a corgut insi
into the cause of the sad condition of deadness and failure in prayer in the inner chémcher, w
should be such a blessed place for us. Let us seek to realise fully what is thehisa\of. t

Scripture teaches us that there are but two conditions possible for the Christiga@uatk
according to the Spirit, the other a walk according to 'the flesh'. These tveospare in
irreconcilable conflict with each other. So it comes to pass, in the case ofjtrgynad
Christians, that, while we thank God that they are born again through the Spirit and have
received the life of God - yet their ordinary daily life is not lived aceaydo the Spirit but
according to 'the flesh'. Paul writes to the Galatians: 'Are ye sgh@dhaving begun in the
Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?' (Gal. 3.3). Their servigeflaghly outward
performances. They did not understand that where 'the flesh' is permittedi¢oceftheir
service of God, it soon results in open sin.

So he mentions not only grave sins as the work of 'the flesh’, such as adultelr, mur
drunkenness; but also the more ordinary sins of daily life - wrath, strife, vgramntae gives

the exhortation: 'Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the fld§kve live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit' (Gal. 5.16, 25). The Spirit must be honoured not omy as t
author of a new life but also as the leader and director of our entire walk. Othwenese what
the apostle calls 'carnal’.



The majority of Christians have little understanding of this matter. Theyrtwxeal knowledge

of the deep sinfulness and godlessness of that carnal nature which belongs toitbemtach
unconsciously they yield. '‘God... condemned sin in the flesh' (Rom. 8.3) - in the crossbf Chri
‘They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections ast(l@sl. 5.24). 'The

flesh' cannot be improved or sanctified. "The carnal mind is enmity a@gsodsffor it is not

subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be' (Rom. 8.7). There is no means of déaling wi
'the flesh' save as Christ dealt with it, bearing it to the cross. 'Ourasidsherucified with him'
(Rom. 6.6); so we by faith also crucify it, and regard and treat it daily acarsad thing that
finds its rightful place on the accursed cross.

It is saddening to consider how many Christians there are who seldom think or speakyear
about the deep and immeasurable sinfulness of 'the flesh'-'In me (that is |@smylfvelleth no
good thing'(Rom. 7.18). The man who truly believes this may well cry out: 'l see another law
my members ... bringing me into captivity to the law of sin... 0 wretched man thatham

shall deliver me from the body of this death?' (Rom. 7.23, 24). Happy is he who can go further
and say: 'l thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord... For the law of the Spirit of lifash Chr
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death' (Rom. 7.25; 8.2).

Would that we might understand God's counsels of grace for us! 'The flesh' costhetbe
Spirit in the heart and controlling the life.

This spiritual life is too little understood or sought after; yet it isdltgmwhat God has promised
and will accomplish in those who unconditionally surrender themselves to him for thisgurpos

Here then we have the deep root of evil as the cause of a prayerless lifeesithean say
prayers well enough, calling itself religious for so doing and thus satistginscience. But 'the
flesh' has no desire or strength for the prayer that strives after aatsmtmowledge of God; that
rejoices in fellowship with him; and that continues to lay hold of his strength. Soy fiball
comes to this, 'the flesh' must be denied and crucified.

The Christian who is still carnal has neither disposition nor strength to foltem@dd. He rests
satisfied with the prayer of habit or custom; but the glory, the blessednesseatfsayer is a
hidden thing to him, till some day his eyes are opened, and he begins to see that theitkesh’
disposition to turn away from God, is the archenemy which makes powerful prayeribtgposs
for him.

| had once, at a conference, spoken on the subject of prayer and made use of stresig@expre
about the enmity of 'the flesh' as a cause of prayerlessness. Aftddteesa the minister's wife

said that she thought 1 had spoken too strongly. She also had to mourn over too little desire for
prayer, but she knew her heart was sincerely set on seeking God. 1 showed her wrat tfie w
God said about 'the flesh', and that everything which prevents the reception of this Spiri

nothing else than a secret work of 'the flesh'. Adam was created to havsliglovith God and
enjoyed it before his fall. After the fall, however, there came immedjatalgep- seated

aversion to God, and he fled from him. This incurable aversion is the characteriséc of t
unregenerate nature and the chief cause of our unwillingness to surrendkresursfellowship

with God in prayer. The following day she told me that God had opened her eyes; she donfesse



that the enmity and unwillingness of 'the flesh' was the hidden hindrance in etivegieayer
life.

0 my brethren, do not seek to find in circumstances the explanation of this praysdessre
which we mourn; seek it where God's word declares it to be, in the hidden aversion oftthe hea
to a holy God.

When a Christian does not yield entirely to the leading of the Spirit - and thisamigethe will

of God and the work of his grace - he lives, without knowing it, under the power of &he fle
This life of 'the flesh' manifests itself in many different wayspipears in the hastiness of spirit,
or the anger which so unexpectedly arises in you, in the lack of love for whiclayewsd often
blamed yourself; in the pleasure found in eating and drinking, about which atboes
conscience has chidden you; in that seeking for your own will and honour, that confidence in
your own wisdom and power, that pleasure in the world, of which you are sometimesdsha
before God. All this is life 'after the flesh'. 'Ye are yet cafiaCon 3.3) that text, perhaps,
disturbs you at times; you have not full peace and joy in God.

| pray you take time and give an answer to the question: Have 1 not found here thé tguse o
prayerlessness, of my powerlessness to effect any change in th@ miateem the Spirit, 1

have been born again, but 1 do not walk after the Spirit -'the flesh' lords it over merridie ca
life cannot possibly pray in the spirit and power. God forgive me. The carnaléwedisntly the
cause of my sad and shameful prayerlessness.

The storm centre on the battlefield

Mention was made in conference of the expression 'strategic position' uséehsa oéference
to the great strife between the kingdom of heaven and the powers of darkness.

When a general chooses the place from which he intends to strike the enemy, he pays mos
attention to those points which he thinks most important in the fight. Thus there was on the
battlefield of Waterloo a farmhouse which Wellington immediately saw heakey to the

situation. He did not spare his troops in his endeavours to hold that point: the victory depended
on it. So it actually happened. It is the same in the conflict between the behdwaegowers

of darkness. The inner chamber is the place where the decisive victory medbtai

The enemy uses all his power to lead the Christian and above all the ministeretd piegler.

He knows that however admirable the sermon may be, however attractive the sewmer

faithful the pastoral visitation, none of these things can damage him or his kingdom ifipraye
neglected. When the Church shuts herself up to the power of the inner chamber, and te soldie
of the Lord have received on their knees ‘power from on high’, then the powers of daikness w
be shaken and souls will be delivered. In the Church, on the mission field, with the mimdster a
his congregation, everything depends on the faithful exercise of the power of praye

In the week of conference | found the following in The Christian:
Two persons quarrel over a certain point. We call them Christian and Apollyon. Apollyon

notices that Christian has a certain weapon which would give him a sure victoyyn&bein
deadly strife, and Apollyon resolves to take away the weapon from his opponent and testroy i



For the moment the main cause of the strife has become subordinate; the gteaivpos who
shall get possession of the weapon on which everything depends? It is of vital nog@dotget
hold of that.

So itis in the conflict between Satan and the believer. God's child can conquénirgdry
prayer. Is it any wonder that Satan does his utmost to snatch that weapon fromsgti@nCbri
to hinder him in the use of it?

How now does Satan hinder prayer? By temptation to postpone or curtail it, by brmging
wandering thoughts and all sorts of distractions; through unbelief and hopeleb&pssis the
prayer hero who, through it all, takes care to hold fast and use his weapon. Like our Lord i
Gethsemane, the more violently the enemy attacked the more earnestlydwgnd ceased not
till he had obtained the victory. After all the other parts of the armour had beed, rizané
adds: 'with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit' (Eph. 6.18). Without prayer,|thetioé
salvation, and the shield of faith, and the sword of the Spirit which is God's word, have no
power. All depends on prayer. God teach us to believe and hold this fast!



Chapter 2

The Fight Against Prayerlessness

g £38 s soon as the Christian becomes convinced of iig shis matter, his first thought is
' that he must begin to strive, with God's help,damdhe victory over it. But alas, he
Th8¥ soon experiences that his striving is worth litded the discouraging thought comes
over him, like a wave, that such a life is notlian - he cannot continue faithful! At conferences
on the subject of prayer, held during the pastgjgaany a minister has openly said that it
seemed impossible for him to attain such a stifet |

Recently | received a letter from a minister, vkelbwn for his ability and devotion, in which he
writes, 'As far as | am concerned, it does not seehelp me to hear too much about the life of
prayer, about the strenuous exertion for which wstrprepare ourselves, and about all the time
and trouble and endless effort it will cost us. §&things discourage me - | have so often heard
them. | have time after time put them to the tast the result has always been sadly
disappointing. It does not help me to be told: "Youst pray more, and hold a closer watch over
yourself, and become altogether a more earnessiimi

My reply to him was as follows: 'l think in all peke at the conference or elsewhere, 1 have
never mentioned exertion or struggle, because $@entirely convinced that our efforts are
futile unless we first learn how to abide in Chhgta simple faith.’

My correspondent said further: 'The message | ie#ds: "See that your relationship to your
living Saviour is what it ought to be. Live in lpsesence, rejoice in his love, rest in him.---A
better message could not be given, if it is ongjntlly understood. 'See that your relationship to
the living Saviour is what it ought to be.' Butdlis just what will certainly make it possible for
one to live the life of prayer.

We must not comfort ourselves with the thoughttahding in a right relationship to the Lord
Jesus while the sin of prayerlessness has powemugyand while we, along with the whole
Church, have to complain about our feeble life Wwhitakes us unfit to pray for ourselves, for
the Church, or for missions, as we ought. But ifre@gnise, in the first place, that a right
relationship to the Lord Jesus, above all elsdudes prayer, with both the desire and power to
pray according to God's will, then we have someghvhich gives us the right to rejoice in him
and to rest in him.

| have related this incident to point out how naliyrdiscouragement will be the result of self-
effort and will so shut out all hope of improvementvictory. And this indeed is the condition of
many Christians when called on to persevere ingray intercessors. They feel it is certainly
something entirely beyond their reach - they hastetime power for the self-sacrifice and
consecration necessary for such prayer; they sfmank the effort and struggle which will, as
they suppose, make them unhappy. They have trideipower of the flesh to conquer the flesh
- a wholly impossible thing. They have endeavourgdeelzebub to cast out Beelzebub and
this can never happen. It is Jesus alone who dadtusuthe flesh and the devil.



We have spoken of a struggle which will certainly result in disappointment and digement.
This is the effort made in our own strength. But there is another struggle wHickriginly

lead to victory. The Scripture speaks of ‘the good fight of faith’, that is ta $iggt which

springs from and is carried on by faith. We must get right conceptions about faitla@ehdast

in our faith. Jesus Christ is ever the author and finisher of faith. It is wheameiato right
relationship with him that we can be sure of the help and power he bestows. Just, then, as
earnestly as we must, in the first place. say: 'Do not strive in your owgtstreast yourself at
the feet of the Lord Jesus, and wait upon him in the sure confidence that he is with you, and
works in you'; so do we, in the second place, say: 'Strive in prayer; let fajitbuilheart - so

will you be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.’

An illustration will help us to understand this. A devoted Christian woman who conducted a
large Bible class with zeal and success once came in trouble to her minib@rearlier years

she had enjoyed much blessing in the inner chamber, in fellowship with the Lord anddhis wor
But this had gradually been lost and, do what she would, she could not get right. The Lord had
blessed her work, but the joy had gone out of her life. The minister asked what she had done to
regain the lost blessedness. 'l have done everything,' said she, 'that 1 can thuhklbin vain.'

He then questioned her about her experience in connection with her conversion. She gave an
immediate and clear answer: 'At first | spared no pains in my attemptdmbdaetter, and to

free myself from sin, but it was all useless. At last 1 began to understand tistlaynaside all

my efforts, and simply trust the Lord Jesus to bestow on me his life and peace, and.he did it

'Why then," said the minister, 'do you not try this again? As you go to your inmebeha
however cold and dark your heart may be, do not try in your own might to force yontsé¢tfa
right attitude. Bow before him, and tell him that he sees in what a sad siadeeyihat your only
hope is in him. Trust him with a childlike trust to have mercy upon you, and wait upon him. In
such a trust you are in a right relationship to him. You have nothing he has everytinmg.' S
time later she told the minister that his advice had helped her; she had learfathtivathe

love of the Lord Jesus is the only method of getting into fellowship with God in prayer.

Do you not begin to see, my reader, that there are two kinds of warfare -tthdérswe seek
to conquer prayerlessness in our own strength. In that case, my advice to yme isvé&s your
restlessness and effort; fall helpless at the feet of the Lord Jesudl, $geak the word, and
your soul will live." If you have done this, then, second, comes the message: 'Thithes but
beginning of everything. It will require deep earnestness, and the exdralsgaur power, and
a watchfulness of the entire heart - eager to detect the least backgloawg all, it will require
a surrender to a life of self sacrifice that God really desires to seeimdushich he will work
out for us.'



Chapter 3

How To Be Delivered from Prayerlessness; How Deliverance May Continue

gﬁ;‘. he greatest stumbling-block in the way of victowgpprayerlessness is the secret

% { feeling that we shall never obtain the blessingahg delivered from it. Often have we
145 put forth effort in this direction, but in vain. ©habit and the power of the flesh, our
surroundings with their attractions, have beenstoong for us. What good is it to attempt that
which our heart assures us is out of our reachliege needed in the entire life is too great
and too difficult. If the question is put: 'Is aattge possible?' our sighing heart says: 'Alas, for
me it is entirely impossible!" Do you know why thiaply comes? It is simply because you have
received the call to prayer as the voice of Mosesas a command of the law. Moses and his
law have never yet given anyone the power to obey.

Do you really long for the courage to believe tiialiverance from a prayerless life is possible
for you and may become a reality? Then you mushldee great lesson that such a deliverance
is included in the redemption that is in Christudgshat it is one of the blessings of the New
Covenant which God himself will impart to you thgtuChrist Jesus. As you begin to
understand this you will find that the exhortatititray without ceasing’, conveys a new
meaning. Hope begins to spring up in your heatttth@Spirit - who has been bestowed on you
to cry constantly, 'Abba, Father'- will make a ttifie of prayer possible for you. Then you will
hearken, not in the spirit of discouragement, huhe gladness of hope, to the voice that calls
you to repentance.

Many a one has turned to his inner chamber, unitter belfaccusation that he has prayed so
little, and has resolved for the future to liveaidifferent manner. Yet no blessing has come -
there was not the strength to continue faithfutl tve call to repentance had no power, because
his eyes had not been fixed on the Lord Jesug kfdd only understood, he would have said:
'Lord, thou seest how cold and dark my heart lsadw that 1 must pray, but | feel 1 cannot do
so; 1 lack the urgency and desire to pray.'

He did not know that at that moment the Lord Jésumss tender love was looking down upon
him and saying: 'You cannot pray; you feel thaisatiold and dark: why not give yourself over
into my hands? Only believe that | am ready to lyelpin prayer; | long greatly to shed abroad
my love in your heart, so that you, in the conssimss of weakness, may confidently rely on me
to bestow the grace of prayer. Just as 1 will dearou from all other sins, so also will 1 deliver
from the sin o prayerlessness - only do not seekiittory in your own strength. Bow before me
as one who expects everythin from his Saviourybet soul keep silence before me however
sad you feel your state to be. Be assured oflthiil teach you how to pray.'

Many a one will acknowledge: 'l see my mistakead Imot thought that the Lord Jesus must
deliver and cleans me from this sin also. | hadumaterstood that he wa with me every day in
the inner chamber, in his great lov ready to keepldess me, however sinful and guilty felt
myself to be. 1 had not supposed that just as hgwe all other grace in answer to prayer, so,



above all and before all, he will bestow the grace of a praying heart. Wiyaofthink that all

other blessings must come from him, but that prayer, whereon everything else depshte m
obtained by personal effort! Thank God | begin to comprehend - the Lord Jesusel imirtise

inner chamber watching over me, and holding himself responsible to teach me how to approach
the Father. This only he demands - that I, with childlike confidence, wait upon himaaifiy gl

him.'

Brethren, have we not seriously forgotten this truth? From a defective sgiféuaithing better
can be expected than a defective prayer life. It is vain for us, with ouridefsgiritual life, to
endeavour to pray more or better. It is an impossibility. Nothing less is apcéssn that we
should experience that he who'is in Christ Jesus is a new creature: old things batieapay;
behold, all things are become new.' This is literally true for the man who tarissand
experiences what it is to be in Jesus Christ.

Our whole relationship to the Lord Jesus must be a new thing. | must believe inrtiis lafie,
which really longs to have communion with me every moment and to keep me in the enjoyme
of his fellowship. | must believe in his divine power, which has conquered sin and wik&ejy
me from it. | must believe in him who, as the great intercessor, through the \®iflifitspire

each member of his body with joy and power for communion with God in prayer. My gfayer |
must be brought entirely under the control of Christ and his love. Then, for the first time, w
prayer become what it really is, the natural and joyous breathing of thteadife, by which

the heavenly atmosphere is inhaled and then exhaled in prayer.

Do you not see that, just as this faith possesses us, the call to a life of prayepeases God
will be a welcome call? The cry, 'Repent of the sin of prayerlessnédkgotibe responded to by
a sigh of helplessness, or by the unwillingness of the flesh. The voice of thevlitherheard
as he sets before us a widely opened door and receives us into blessed fellowdiipseif.
Prayer for the help of the Spirit to pray will no longer be in fear of an effort t@b fgreour
power; it will be but falling down in utter weakness at the feet of the Lot Jesfind there
that victory comes through the might and love which stream from his countenance.

If the question arises in our mind: 'will this continue?' and the fear comes: "You knouofteaw
you have tried and been disappointed’, faith will find its strength, not in the thoughttofouha
will, or do, but in the changeless faithfulness and love of Christ, who afresh has succaured y
and assured you that those who wait on him shall not be ashamed.

If fear and hesitation still remain, | pray you by the mercies of God in ¥sis, and by the
unspeakable faithfulness of his tender love, dare to cast yourselves at.Hdnlg believe with
your whole heart that there is deliverance from the sin of prayerles3h@ssconfess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteo(lsdessi
1.9). In his blood and grace there is complete deliverance from all unrighteoasddssm all
prayerlessness, Praised be his name for ever!

How deliverance from prayerlessness may continue
What we have said about deliverance from the sin of prayerlessness has alsti@ppkc
answer to the question: "How may the experience of deliverance be mairitRiegéeMption is
not granted to us piecemeal, or as something of which we may make use from tmee tois



bestowed as a fullness of grace stored up in the Lord Jesus, which may be enjoyaa in a
fellowship with him every day. It is so necessary that this great truth shodhivbe home and
fastened in our minds that | will once more mention it. Nothing can preserveoyou fr
carelessness, or make it possible for you to persevere in living, powerfef,draya daily close
fellowship with Jesus our Lord.

He said to his disciples: 'Ye believe in God, believe also in me... Believe mathan lthe
Father, and the Father in me ...He that believeth on me, the works that | do shall e aledals
greater works than these shall he do' (John 14.1, 11, 12).

The Lord wished to teach his disciples that all they had learned from the Chth€est

concerning the power and holiness and love of God must now be transferred to him. They must
not believe merely in certain written documents but in him personally. They mustebtiat he

was in the Father, and the Father in him, in such a sense that they had one life, oAdl ¢haity

they knew about Christ they would find in God. He laid much emphasis on this because it was
only through such a faith in him and his divine glory that they could do the works which he did,
or even greater works. This faith would lead them to know that just as Christ and theaFathe
one, so also they were in Christ and Christ was in them.

It is this intimate, spiritual, personal, uninterrupted relationship to the Letts Jehich
manifests itself powerfully in our lives, and especially in our prayer livetsus consider this
and see what it means: that all the glorious attributes of God are in our LoesdChesst. Think
of-

1. God's omnipresence

God fills the world and every moment is present in everything. Just as it is wihtter, so

now our Lord Jesus is everywhere present, above all with each of his redeemed onge®nEhis
of the greatest and most important lessons which our faith must learn. We canuridarktand
this from the example of our Lord's disciples. What was the peculiar privifdge disciples,

who were always in fellowship with him? It was uninterrupted enjoyment of tkerpre of the
Lord Jesus. It was because of this they were so sorrowful at the thought ofthisTtiest would

be deprived of that presence. He would be no longer with them. How, under these circes)sta
did the Lord Jesus comfort them? He promised that the Holy Spirit from heaven should# so wor
in them a sense of the fullness of his life and of his personal presence that he would be eve
more intimately near and have more unbroken fellowship with them than ever thegecperi
while he was upon earth.

This great promise is now the inheritance of every believer, although soaintr@ym know

little about it. Jesus Christ, in his divine personality, in that eternal love wdddhirn to the

cross, longs to have fellowship with us every moment of the day and to keep us in the enjoyment
of that fellowship. This ought to be explained to every new convert: 'The Lord loves ymt so t

he would have you near him without a break, that you may have experience of his Iews.' Thi
what every believer must learn who has felt his powerlessness for apifayef, of obedience,

and of holiness. This alone will give us power as intercessors to conquer the world amd to wi
souls out of it for our Lord.



2. The omnipotence of God

How wonderful is God's power! We see it in creation; we see it in the wonders wiptenie
recorded in the Old Testament. We see it in the wonderful works of Christ whicltliee Fa
wrought in him, and above all in his resurrection from the dead. We are called on toibelieve
the Son, just as we believe in the Father. Yes, the Lord Jesus who, in his love, is so hlyspeaka
near us, is the almighty one with whom nothing is impossible. Whatever may be in siohea
flesh, which will not submit to us, he can and will conquer. Everything that is promised & God'
word, all that is our inheritance as children of the New Covenant, the almighty dasusstow
upon us. If | bow before him in my inner chamber, then | am in contact with the eternal,
unchanging power of God. If 1 commit myself for the day to the Lord Jesus, therréshay
assured that it is his eternal almighty power which has taken me under it$ignated which

will accomplish everything for me.

Oh, if we would only take time for the inner chamber so that we might experienceraafity
the presence of this almighty Jesus! What a blessedness would be ours througimfaith! A
unbroken fellowship with an omnipresent and almighty Lord.

3. The holy love of God

This means that he, with his whole heart, offers all his divine attributes for gigesand is

prepared to impart himself to us. Christ is the revelation of his love. He is the Sonovkehis |

the gift of his love - the power of his love; and this Jesus, who has sought on the crossro give a
overwhelming proof of his love in his death and blood-shedding, so as to make it impossible for
us not to believe in that love - this Jesus is he who comes to meet us in the inner chamber, and
gives the positive assurance that unbroken fellowship with him is our inheritance lland wi
through him, become our experience. The holy love of God which sacrificed everything to
conguer sin and bring it to naught, comes to us in Christ to save us from every sin.

Brethren, take time to think over that word of our Lord: 'Ye believe in God, believenals
me'...Believe me that | am in the Father ... and ye in me, and | in you' (John 14. 1, 11,128). Tha
the secret of the life of prayer. Take time in the inner chamber to bow down and warsghip; a
wait on him till he unveils himself, and takes possession of you, and goes out with you to show
how a man may live and walk in abiding fellowship with an unseen Lord.

Do you long to know how you may always experience deliverance from the sin of
prayerlessness? Here you have the secret. Believe in the Son of God, diveehimthe inner
chamber to reveal himself in his ever present nearness, as the eternal ahty ainggthe

eternal love who watches over you. You will experience what, up till now, you haepperbt
known - that it has not entered into the heart of man what God can do for those who love him.



Chapter 4

The Blessing of Victory; The More Abundant Life

1‘} f now we are delivered from the sin of prayerlessnand understand how this

ﬂ x4 deliverance may continue to be experienced, whiabwithe fruit of our liberty? He
V4 (y’ who sees this aright will, with renewed earnestreskperseverance, seek after this
liberty. His life and experience will indeed beeandence that he has obtained something of
unspeakable worth. He will be a living witnesslod blessing which victory has brought.

Consider -

1. The blessedness of unbroken fellowship with God

Think of the confidence in the Father which wikéathe place of the reproach and self-
condemnation which was the earlier characteridtmuo lives. Think of the deep consciousness
that God's almighty grace has effected somethingsjrio prove that we really bear his image
and are fitted for a life of communion with him apiépared to glorify him. Think how we,
notwithstanding our conviction of our nothingnassy live as true children of a King, in
communion with their Father, and may manifest sbimgtof the character of our Lord Jesus in
the holy fellowship with his Father which he hademton earth. Think how in the inner chamber
the hour of prayer may become the happiest tintkarwhole do for us, and how God may use
us to take a share in the carrying out of his pland make us fountains of blessing for the world
around us.

2. The power which we may have for the work to which we are called

The preacher will learn to receive his messagdyr&aim God, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, and t deliver it in that power to the coegation. He will know where he can be filled
with the love and zeal which will enable him, irs hounds of pastoral visiting, t meet and help
each individual in a spirit of tender com passida.will be able to say with Paul: 'l can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me' (A8} 'We are more than conquerors through
him th loved us' (Rom. 8.37). 'We are ambassadwr€iffrist ... we pray you in Christ's stead, be
ye reconcil to God' (2 Cor. 5.20). These are na daeams or p tures of a foolish imagination.
God has given us Paul an illustration, so that,dv@wvwe may differ from him in gifts or

calling, yet in inner experience we may know tHesafficiency of grace which can do all things
for as it did for him.

3. The prospect which opens before us for the future

This is to be consecrated to take part as inteocess great work of bearing on our hearts the
need of the en Church and world. Paul sought tosgronen to pray all saints, and he tells us
what a conflict he had for th who had not yet seisrface. In his personal prese he was subject
to conditions of time and place, but in Spirit lellpower in the name of Christ to pray blessing
on those who had not yet heard of the Saviour.

In addition to his life in connection with men hene earth, far or near, he lived another, a
heavenly life - one of love and of a wonderful poweprayer which he continually exercised.
We can hardly form a conception of the power Goltibvestow, if only we get freed from the sin
of prayerlessness and pray with the daring whielshies heaven and brings down blessing in the



almighty name of Christ.

What a prospect! Minister and missionaries brought by God's grace to pias/shst twice as

much as formerly, with twofold faith and joy! What a difference it would make in trechimg,

in the prayer meeting, in the fellowship with others! What a gentle power would comerdow

an inner chamber, sanctified by communion with God and his love in Christ! What an iafluenc
would be exercised on believers, in urging them forward to the work of intercessnn! H

greatly would this influence be felt in the Church and among the heathen! What pglvebeni
exercised over ministers of other churches, and who knows how God might use us for his Church
through the whole world! Is it not worth while to sacrifice everything, and to ble<eed

without ceasing to give us real and full victory over the prayerlessness ndscovered us with

such shame?

Why do | now write these things and extol so highly the blessedness of victothegar'

which doth so easily beset us' and which has so terribly robbed us of the power which God has
intended for us? | can give an answer. | know all too well what low thoughts we haeentogc

the promises and the power of God and how prone we are always to backslide, to limit God's
power, and to deem it impossible for him to do greater things than we have seenqldtizua

thing to get to know God in a new way in the inner chamber. That, however, is but the
beginning. It is something still greater and more glorious to know God as theickstifOne

and to wait on his Spirit to open our hearts and minds wide to receive the great things, the new
things which he really longs to bestow on those who wait for him.

God's object is to encourage faith and to make his children and servants see that thekemust
trouble to understand and rely upon the unspeakable greatness and omnipotence of God, so that
they may take literally and in a childlike spirit this word: 'Unto him that is &ibto exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think ... be glory ... throughout all ages' (Eph. 3.20, 21). Oh,
that we knew what a great and glorious God we have!

Someone may ask: 'May not this note of certain victory become a snare arodlésaty aand
pride?' Undoubtedly. That which is the highest and best on earth is always liablesto-bdws
then, can we be saved from this? Through nothing so surely as through true pragehrinigs
us really into contact with God. The holiness of God, sought for in persistent prayegweill
our sinfulness. The omnipotence an greatness of God will make us feel our nothingness.
Fellowship with God in Jesus Christ will lead us to the experience that there isargosd
thing, and that we can have fellowship with God only as our faith become a humbling of
ourselves as Christ humbled himself, an we truly live in him as he is in the Father.

Prayer is not merely coming to God to ask something from him. It is abovd@iidkip with
God and being brought under the power of his holiness and love, till he takes possession of us
and stamps our entire nature with the lowliness of Christ, which is the sedidtugd avorship.

Yes, it is in Christ Jesus that we draw near to the Father, as those who havehd@risi and
have entirely done with their own life, as those in whom lives and whom he enables to say:
'Christ liveth in m What we have said about the work that the Lord Jesus does in us taudeliver
from prayerlessness is true not only of the beginning of the life of prayer, andj@y thkich a



new experience of power to pray causes us, it true for the whole life of pratyer ddly lot
‘Through him' we have access to the Father. In this always, as in the whalaldge, 'Christ
is all. "They saw no man save Jesus only' (Matt. 17.8).

May God strengthen us to a belief that there is certain victory prepanesl fand that the
blessing will be what the heart of man has not conceived! God will do this for thoseweho |
him.

This does not come to us all at once. God has great patience with his children. He hags's wit
in our slow progress with fatherly patience. Let each child of God rejoicetimaaiGod's word
promises. The stronger our faith, the more earnestly will we persevaedad.

The more abundant life
Our Lord spoke this word concerning the more abundant life when he said that he had come to
give his life for his sheep: 'l am come that they might have life, and thatilyéy have it more
abundantly' (John 10. 10). A man may have life, and yet, through lack of nourishment, or
through iliness, there may be no abundance of life or power. This was the distinctiearbtte
Old Testament and the New. In the former there was indeed life, under the law, bet not t
abundance of grace of the New Testament. Christ had given life to his discipkeeybeuld
receive the abundant life only through his resurrection and the gift of the piolly S

All true Christians have received life from Christ. The greater portion of,themever, know

nothing about the more abundant life which he is willing to bestow. Paul speaks constantly of
this. He says about himself that the grace of God was 'exceeding abundant' 11141 can

do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me' (Phil. 4.13). 'Thanks be unto God, which
always causeth us to triumph in Christ' (2. Cor. 2.14). 'We are more than conquerors through him
that loved us' (Rom. 8.37).

We have spoken of the sin of prayerlessness, and the means of deliverance, and how to be kept
free from that sin. What has been said on these points is all included in that expoésirist:

'l am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundaiglgf the

utmost importance for us so to understand this more abundant life, that we mayseleahst

for a true life of prayer nothing less is necessary than that we should walk irr amcexasing
experience of that overflowing life.

It is possible for us to commence this conflict against prayerlessness mddepe on Christ,

and looking to him to be assisted and kept in it, and yet to be disappointed. This is the case when
prayerlessness is looked upon as the one sin against which we must strive. It mcsgbised

as part of the whole life of the flesh and as closely connected with othertsaisspring from

the same source. We forget that the entire flesh with all its affectiond)evmeainifested in the

body or soul, must be regarded as crucified, and be handed over to death. We must not be
satisfied with a feeble life, but must seek for an abundant life. We must surrersidvesir

entirely, that the Spirit may take full possession of us, so manifesting et Lif that there

may come an entire transformation in our spiritual being, by which the corn@stersnof

Christ and the Spirit is recognised.

What is it, then, which peculiarly constitutes this abundant life? We cannot too qiée, rer in



different ways too often set it forth - the abundant life is nothing less than thedud Gaving
the full mastery over our entire being, through the power of the Holy SpiriheASpirit makes
known in us the fullness of Christ, and the abundant life which he gives, it will be chiefly i
three aspects:

1. As the crucified one

Not merely as the one who died for us, to atone for our sins; but as he who has taken us up with
himself on the cross to die with him, and who now works out in us the power of his cross and
death. You have the true fellowship with Christ when you can say: 'l have be#iednith

Christ - he, the crucified one, lives in me.' The feelings and the disposition whiglnem,

his lowliness and obedience even to the death of the cross - these were whatduktcevenen

he said of the Holy Spirit: 'He shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you' (John 16.1&%- not
an instruction, but as childlike participation of the same life which was in him.

Do you desire that the Holy Spirit should take full possession of you, so as to causeiftezic
Christ to dwell in you? Understand then, that this is just the end for which he has lseragd
this he will surely accomplish in all who yield themselves to him.

2. As the risen one

The Scripture frequently mentions the resurrection in connection with the wondengvor

power of God, by which Christ was raised from the dead; and from which comesulenas

of 'the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according tokimg\wf his
mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead' (Eph. 1.19, 20).
Do not pass hastily from these words. Turn back and read them once more, and learh the grea
lesson that, however powerless and weak you feel, the omnipotence of God is working in you;
and, if you only believe, will give you in daily life a share in the resuoedaf his Son.

Yes, the Holy Spirit can fill you with the joy and victory of the resuroecdf Christ, as the
power of your daily life, here in the midst of the trials and temptations of thid. vt the

cross humble you to death. God will work out the heavenly life in you through his Spirit. Ah,
how little have we understood that it is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit to mapgartakers

of the crucified and risen Christ, and to conform us to his life and death!

3. As the glorified one

The glorified Christ is he who baptises with the Holy Spirit. When the Lord Jesaslhimas

baptised with the Spirit, it was because he had humbled himself and offered hontesledf part

in John's baptism of repentance - a baptism for sinners - in Jordan. Even so, when he took upon
himself the work of redemption, he received the Holy Spirit to fit him for his work fhatn

hour till on the cross he 'offered himself without spot to God' (Heb. 9.14). Do you desiteghat t
glorified Christ should baptise you with the Holy Spirit? Offer yourdedh to him for his

service, to further his great work of making known to sinners the love of the Father.

God help us to understand what a great thing it is to receive the Holy Spirit with fpomehe
glorified Jesus! It means a willingness - a longing of the soul - to wotkrfgrand, if need be,

to suffer for him. You have known and loved your Lord, and have worked for him, and have had
blessing in that work; but the Lord has more than that to bestow. He can so work in us, and in
our brethren around us, and in the ministers of the church, by the power of the Holy Spirit, as



fill our hearts with adoring wonder.

Have you laid hold of it, my reader? The abundant life is neither more nor less thahltfee ful
of Christ as the crucified, the risen, the glorified one, who baptises with the3Hokt and
reveals himself in our hearts and lives as Lord of all within us.

| read not long since an expression - 'Live in what must be. 'Do not live in your human
imagination of what is possible. Live in the word - in the love and infinite faithfsloethe
Lord Jesus. Even though it is slow, and with many a stumble, the faith that alwayshiinanks
not for experiences, but for the promises on which it can rely - goes on fromtst@sgength,
still increasing in the blessed assurance that God himself will perfegbrksn us.



Chapter 5

The Example of Our Lord

J 72y he connection between the prayer life and the Sjp&iis close and indissoluble. It is
& %not merely that we receive the Spirit through pralpet the Spirit life requires, as an

32 ??’ indispensable thing, a continuous prayer life.n ba led continually by the Spirit only

as | continually give myself to prayer.

This was very evident in the life of our Lord. Aidy of his life will give us a wonderful view of
the power and holiness of prayer. Consider hisis@pit was when he was baptised and prayed
that heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit camendgen him. God desired to crown Christ's
surrender of himself to the sinner's baptism irddor(which was also a surrender of himself to
the sinner's death), with the gift of the Spirit floe work that he must accomplish. But this could
not have taken place had he not prayed. In theviship of worship the Spirit was bestowed on
him to lead him out into the desert to spend fddys there in prayer and fasting. Turn to Mark
1.32-35: 'And at even, when the sun did set, thieydiht unto him all that were diseased, and
them that were possessed with devils. And all ityewas gathered together at the door... And in
the morning, rising up a great while before dayweat out, and departed into a solitary place,
and there prayed.’

The work of the day and evening had exhausted Inifnis healing of the sick and casting out
devils, power had gone out of him. While othert skept, he went away to pray and to renew
his strength in communion with his Father, He haddof this, otherwise he would not have
been ready for the new day. The holy work of deing souls demands constant renewal
through fellowship with God.

Think again of the calling of the apostles as givehuke 6.12,13-. 'And it came to pass in those
days, that he went out into a mountain to pray,@mdinued all night in prayer to God. And
when it was day, he called unto him his disciptesd of them he chose twelve, whom also he
named apostles.' Is it not clear that if anyonéessto do God's work, he must take time for
fellowship with him, to receive his wisdom and po%&he dependence and helplessness of
which this is an evidence, open the way and give the opportunity of revealing his power.
How great was the importance of the choosing ofiestles for Christ's own work, for the

early Church, and for all time! It had God's blagsand seal; the stamp of prayer was on it.

Read Luke 9.18, 20: 'And it came to pass, as healea® praying, his disciples were with him:
and he asked them saying, Whom say the peoplé¢ @ina® ... Peter answering said, The Christ
of God."' The Lord had prayed that the Father mighéal to them who he was. It was in answer
to prayer that 'he chose twelve, whom also he naapedtles'. And when Peter said: 'The Christ
of God' the Lord said to him, 'Flesh and blood hadhrevealed it unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven' (Matt. 16.17). This great casfen was the fruit of prayer.

Read further Luke 9.28-35: 'He took Peter and JotthJames, and went up into a mountain to
pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of his coumemavas altered ... And there came a voice out
of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: Hear.' Christ had desired that, for the



strengthening of their faith, God might give them an assurance from heavhe thas the Son
of God. Prayer obtained for our Lord Jesus himself, as well as for his disciples, pedch
on the Mount of Transfiguration.

Does it not become still more clear that what God wills to accomplish on earthpnagelsas
its indispensable condition? And there is but one way for Christ and believers. Arfteart a
mouth open toward heaven in believing prayer will certainly not be put to shame.

Read Luke 11. 1-13: 'As he was praying in a certain plain, when he ceased, one oiphes disc

said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray..." And then he gave them that inexhaustible Qrayer: '
Father who art in heaven'. In this he showed what was going on in his heart, when he prayed tha
God's name might be hallowed, and his kingdom come, and his will be done, and all of this ‘on
earth as it is in heaven'. How will this ever come to pass? Through prayer. dyas lpas been

uttered through the ages by countless millions, to their unspeakable comfort. Buhbripes -

it was born out of the prayer of our Lord Jesus. He had been praying, and thereforeewas abl

give that glorious answer.

Read John 14.16: '1 will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comfortentiiidne
dispensation of the New Testament, with the wonderful outpouring of the Holy Sytinig, i
outcome of the prayer of the Lord Jesus. It is as though God had impressed drofiibgif
Holy Spirit this seal - in answer to the prayer of the Lord Jesus, and latsrdb$tiples, the
Holy Spirit will surely come. But it will be in answer to prayer like thabof Lord, in which he
took time to be alone with God and in that prayer offered himself wholly to God.

Read John 17, the high priestly, most holy prayer! Here the Son prays first forf hihzsehe
Father will glorify him by giving him power for the cross, by raising hionfrthe dead, by
setting him at his right hand. These great things could not take place savé tnayey. Prayer
had power to obtain them.

Afterward he prayed for his disciples, that the Father might preservdithienthe evil one,

might keep them from the world, and might sanctify them. And then, further, he praydd for al
those who through their word might believe on him, that all might be one in love, even as the
Father and the Son were one. This prayer gives us a glimpse into the wonderfustala
between the Father and the Son, and teaches us, that all the blessings of heagentoura#y
through the prayer of him who is at God's fight hand and ever prays for us. But it teaches us
also, that all these blessings must in the same manner be desired and askead.fdhbyvhole
nature and glory of God's blessings consist in this - they must be obtained in angraget, by
hearts entirely surrendered to him, and hearts that believe in the power of prayer

Now we come to the most remarkable instance of all. In Gethsemane wet seg thad,

according to his constant habit, consulted and arranged with the Father the workdddad t

earth. First he besought him in agony and bloody sweat to let the cup pass from hirhewhe
understood that this could not be, then he prayed for strength to drink it, and surrendered himself
with the words: 'Thy will be done.' He was able to meet the enemy full of eoarain the

power of God gave himself over to the death of the cross. He had prayed.



Oh, why is it that God's children have so little faith in the glory of prayer, ag¢hae power for
subjecting our own wills to that of God, as well as for the confident carrying due @fdrk of

God in spite of our great weakness? Would that we might learn from our Lord Jesus how
impossible it is to walk with God, to obtain God's blessing or leading, or to do his work joyously
and fruitfully, apart from close unbroken fellowship with him who is ever a living fauofa

spiritual life and power!

Let every Christian think over this simple study of the prayer life of our LaasJend

endeavour from God's word, with prayer for the leading of the Holy Spirit, to learrttvehize

is which the Lord Jesus Christ bestows upon him and supports in him. It is nothingrlse tha
life of daily prayer. Let each minister especially recognise howednirain it is to attempt to do
the work of our Lord in any other way than that in which he did it. Let us, as workers, degin t
believe that we are set free from the ordinary business of the world, that wabuag
everything, have time, in our Saviour's name, and with his Spirit, and in oneness with &gk
for and obtain blessing for the world



Chapter 6

The Holy Spirit and Prayer

t‘} s it not sad that our thoughts about the Holy $pme so often coupled with grief and
ﬁing self-reproach? Yet he bears the name of Comfatet,s given to lead us to find in
M5 gﬁi’ Christ our chief delight and joy. But there is stomgg still more sad: he who dwells
within us to comfort us is often grieved by us hessawe will not permit him to accomplish his
work of love. What a cause of inexpressible paithtoHoly Spirit is all this prayerlessness in
the Church! It is the cause also of the low viyadihd utter impotence which are so often found
in us, because we are not prepared to permit tiye $forit to lead us.

God grant that our meditation on the work of thdyHgpirit may be matter for rejoicing and for
the strengthening of our faith!

The Holy Spirit is 'the Spirit of prayer'. He isfuitely called by this name in Zechariah 12, 10:
‘The spirit of grace and of supplications. 'TwioePiaul's epistles there is a remarkable reference
to him in the matter of prayer. 'Ye have receives $pirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father' (Rom. 8.15). '‘God hath sent forth the Spirhis Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father' (Gal. 4.6). Have you ever meditated onetlvesrds: 'Abba, Father'? In that name our
Saviour offered his greatest prayer to the Fatgmmrompanied by the entire surrender and
sacrifice of his life and love. The Holy Spiritgs/en for the express purpose of teaching us,
from the very beginning of our Christian life onwato utter that word in childlike trust and
surrender. In one of these passages we read: Wencthe other: 'He cries." What a wonderful
blending of the divine and human cooperation irypraWhat a proof that God - if | may say so
- has done his utmost to make prayer as naturagtiactual as though it were the cry of a child
to an earthly Father, as he says: 'Abba, Father'.

Is it not a proof that the Holy Spirit is to a greatent a stranger in the Church, when prayer, for
which God has made such provisions, is regardedtask and a burden? And does not this teach
us to seek for the deep root of prayerlessnessriigoorance of, and disobedience to, the divine
instructor whom the Father has commissioned tdteado pray?

If we desire to understand this truth still moreacly we must notice what is written in Romans
8.26, 27: 'Likewise the Spirit also helpeth ouirimities: for we know not what we should pray
for as we ought: but the Spirit himself makethiogssion for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knowktt is the mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the saints according tontileof God.' Is it not clear from this that the
Christian if left to himself does not know how tap; or how he ought to pray; and that God has
stooped to meet us in this helplessness of ouggvnyg us the Holy Spirit himself to pray for us;
and that his operation is deeper than our thougfaading, but is noticed and answered by God?

Our first work, therefore, ought to be to come i@od's presence not with our ignorant prayers,
not with many words and thoughts, but in the caeiice that the divine work of the Holy Spirit
is being carried on within us. This confidence wilicourage reverence and quietness, and will
also enable us, in dependence on the help whicBphé gives, to lay our desires and heart-



needs before God. The great lesson for every prayer is - see to it, illstlodt you commit
yourself to the leading of the Holy Spirit, and with entire dependence on him, giveénfirst
place; for through him your prayer will have a value you cannot imagine, and througltsbi
you will learn to speak out your desires in the name of Christ.

What a protection this faith would be against deadness and despondency in the innert chambe
Only think of it! In every prayer the triune God takes a part - the Father wha beaSon in

whose name we pray; the Spirit who prays for us and in us. How important it is that we should
be in right relationship to the Holy Spirit and understand his work!

The following points demand serious consideration.

1. Let us firmly believe, as a divine reality, that the Spirit of God's Son,dheSirit, is in us.

Do not imagine that you know this and have no need to consider it. It is a thought so great and
divine that it can gain an entrance to our hearts and be retained there only by tBeikbly
himself. 'The Spirit itself beareth witness with our -spirit' (Rom. 8.16).@0sition ought to be

that of reckoning with full assurance of faith that our heart is his templethgedie dwells

within us and rules soul and body. Let us thank God heatrtily as often as we prayg tzatewv

his Spirit in us to teach us to pray. Thanksgiving will draw our hearts out to God and keep us
engaged with him; it will take our attention from ourselves and give the Spirit rooar hearts.

Oh, it is no wonder that we have been prayerless, and have felt this work too heavy foeus, if
have sought to hold fellowship with the eternal God apart from his Spirit, who reveaétlibe F
and the Son.

2. In the practice of this faith in the certainty that the Spirit dwells and wonks, ithere must
also be the understanding of all that he desires to accomplish in us. His work in pciyselis
connected with his other work. We have seen in an earlier chapter that his first@ledtgvork
is to reveal Christ in his omnipresent love and power. So the Holy Spirit will in pragstantly
remind us of Christ, of his blood and name, as the sure ground of our being heard.

He will, further, as 'the Spirit of holiness', teach us to recognise, and hate vardbha with
sin. He is 'the Spirit of light and wisdom' who leads us into the heavenly secret f God'
overflowing grace. He is 'the Spirit of love and power' who teaches us tssvforeChrist and
to labour for souls with tender pity. The more closely 1 associate all thesmtewith the
Spirit, the more shall | be convinced of his deity and shall be the more ready totcoysalif to
his guidance, as | give myself to prayer. What a different life mine would lBeew the Spirit
as the Spirit of prayer! There is still another thing which | need constariégrn afresh, that -

3. The Spirit desires to have full possession of my life. We pray for more of the &mirive

pray well, if alongside this prayer we set the truth that the Spirit waors of me. The Spirit
would possess me entirely. Just as my soul has my whole body for its dwelliegapthservice,
so the Holy Spirit would have my body and soul as his dwelling-place, entirely under Ingd.cont
No one can continue long and earnestly in prayer without beginning to perceivestBairit is
gently leading to an entirely new consecration, of which previously he knew nothirek 'l se
Thee with my whole heart.' The Spirit will make such words more and more the motto of our



lives. He will cause us to recognise that what remains in us of double-mindedtragssinful.

He will reveal Christ as the almighty deliverer from all sin, who is gbweear to defend us. He
will lead us in this way in prayer, to forget ourselves and make us willing tocffeelves for
training as intercessors, to whom God can entrust the carrying out of his plans, and who day
night cry to him to avenge his church of her adversary.

God help us to know the Spirit and to reverence him as the Spirit of prayer!



Chapter 7

Sin -vs- The Holiness of God

J 72y 0 understand grace, to understand Christ arightnu& understand what sin is. And
& %how otherwise can we come to this understanding timaough the light of God and his
Lies word?

Come with me to the beginning of the Bible. Seedhean created by God, after his image, and
pronounced by his creator to be very good. Themsiared, as rebellion against God. Adam
was driven out of paradise and was brought alonly tlie untold millions of following
generations under curse and ruin. That was the wfoskn. Here we learn its nature and power.

Come further on and see the ark of Noah on Ar&aterrible had godlessness become among
men, God saw nothing for it but to destroy man fiaffrthe earth. That was the work of sin.

Come once more with me to Sinai. God wished tabdistahis covenant with a new nation -
with the people of Israel. But because of man‘biass, he could do this only by appearing in
darkness and lightning so terrible that Moses shekceedingly fear and quake' (Heb. 12.2 1).
And before the end of the giving of the law thaflwnessage came: 'Cursed is every one that
continueth not in all things which are written etbook of the law to do them' (Gal. 3. 10). It
was sin which made that necessary.

Come once more with me, and this time to Calvargrétsee what sin is, and the hatred and
enmity with which the world cast out and crucifile@ Son of God. There sin reached its climax.
There Christ was, by God himself, made sin, an@umeca curse, as the only way to destroy sin.
In the agony in which he prayed in Gethsemane,hteaight not drink the terrible cup, and in
the agony in which on the cross, in the deep dakoédesertion, he cried out: 'My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?' we obtain at E@se faint idea of the curse and
indescribable suffering which sin brings. If anyidpican make us hate and detest sin, it is Christ
on the cross.

Come once again with me to the judgment seat oGtieat Day, and see the bottomless pit of
darkness wherein countless souls will be plungettuthe sentence: 'Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire' (Matt. 25.41). O] wot these words soften our hearts and fill us
with a never-to-beforgotten horror of sin, so thatmay hate it with a perfect hatred?

And now is there anything else that can help usmtterstand what sin is? Yes, there is. Turn
your eyes inward, and behold your own heart, aedssethere. Remember that all you have
already seen of the hatefulness and godlessneass stiould teach you what sin in your own
heart means - all the enmity against God, all tire of men, all of its inner nature of hatefulness,
lie hidden in the sin you have committed, guilewéry transgression against God. And when
you remember that you are a child of God, and getroit sin and allow it sometimes to fulfill

its lusts, is it not fitting that you should crytamith shame: 'Woe is me, because of my sin'?
'‘Depart from me; for | am a sinful man, O Lord" Keu5:8).



One great power of sin is that it blinds men so that they do not recognise its tacterh&ven
the Christian himself finds an excuse in the thought that he can never be perfect dailytsan
is a necessity. He is so accustomed to the thought of sinning that he has almustlostetr
and ability of mourning over sin. And yet there can be no real progress in gracieapan
increased consciousness of the sin and guilt of every transgression against GodreAcahitnat
be a more important question than this: '"How can 1 regain the lost tenderness ehcersed
become prepared really to offer to God the sacrifice of a broken heart?’

Scripture teaches us the way. Let the Christian remember what God thinks abdhediatred
with which his holiness bums against it, the solemn sacrifice which he made to congaed s
deliver us from it. Let him tarry in God's presence till his holiness shines uponrarearies
out with Isaiah: 'Woe is me! for | am undone’ (Isa. 6.5).

Let him remember the cross, and what the love of Christ had to endure there, through the
unspeakable pain which sin caused him; and let him ask if this will not teach him tonhearke
the voice which says: 'Oh, do not this abominable thing which 1 hate' (Jer. 44.4). Lakdim t
time, so that the blood and love of the cross may exercise their full influence on hint,fand le
think of sin as nothing less than giving his hand to Satan and to his power. Is not thisea terribl
result of our prayerlessness, and of our short and hasty tarrying before Gatthe thae
knowledge of sin is almost lost?

Let the believer think not only of what redemption has cost Christ, but also of theafaChtist

is offered to him, by the Holy Spirit, as a gift of inconceivable grace, throhgihnvdivine

forgiveness and purification and renewing have taken possession of him; and let himsatk him
with what return such love should be repaid. If only time were taken to tarry ia @@edence

and ask such questions, the Spirit of God would accomplish his work of conviction of sin in us
and would teach us to take an entirely new standpoint, and would give us a new view of sin. The
thought would begin to arise in our hearts that we have in very deed been redeemed, so that in
the power of Christ we may live every day as partners in the great wdbisly Christ obtained

over sin on the cross, and manifest it in our walk.

What think you? Do you not begin to see that the sin of prayerlessness has had aiblere te

effect than you at first supposed? It is because of this hasty and supeoisiaise with God

that the sense of sin is so weak and that no motives have power to help you to hate and flee from
sin as you ought. Nothing, nothing except the hidden, humble, constant fellowship with God can
teach you, as a child of God, to hate sin as God wants you to hate it. Nothing, nothing but the
constant nearness and unceasing power of the living Christ can make it posgibterfghtly

to understand what sin is and to detest it. And without this deeper understanding of sin|lthere wi
be no thought of appropriating the victory which is made possible for you in Christdedus

will be wrought in you by the Spirit.

O my God, cause me to know my sin and teaching me to tarry before thee and to wait @n thee ti
thy Spirit causes something of thy holiness to rest upon me! O my God, cause me toyjknow m
sin, and let this drive me to listen to the promise: 'He that abideth in him sinneth not," and to
expect the fulfillment from Thee!



The Holiness of God

It has often been said that the conception of sin and of the holiness of God has been lost in the
Church. In the inner chamber we have the place where we may team again how3odjyve
holiness the position it should have in our faith and life. If you do not know how to spend half an
hour in prayer, take up the subject of God's holiness. Bow before him. Give yoursg#rtiine

give God also time, that he and you may come into touch with one another. It is aaykediay

one fraught with great blessing.

If you wish to strengthen yourself in the practice of this holy presenceypatke holy word.

Take, for instance, the book of Leviticus and notice how God seven times gives the command:
'Ye shall be holy, for | am holy' (11.44, 45; 19.2; 20.7, 26; 21.8; 22.32). Still more frequent is the
expression: 'l am the Lord that doth sanctify you.' This great thought is takeintovihe New
Testament. Peter says (1 Pet. 1. 15, 16): 'Be ye holy in all manner of convelstaurse it is
written, Be ye holy; for 1 am holy.' Paul writes in his first epistle (1s$h8.13; 4.7; 5.24): 'he

may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness.... God hath not called us unto unglbahness
unto holiness... Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.'

Nothing but the knowledge of God, as the holy one, will make us holy. And how are we to obtain
that knowledge of God, save in the inner chamber? It is a thing utterly impossibewaelttke

time and allow the holiness of God to shine on us. How can any man on earth obtain intimate
knowledge of another man of remarkable wisdom, if he does not associate with him, and plac
himself under his influence? And how can God himself sanctify us, if we do not take tirae t
brought under the power of the glory of his holiness? Nowhere can we get to know the holiness
of God, and come under its influence and power, save in the-inner chamber. It has been well
said: 'No man can expect to make progress in holiness who is not often and long &l@aedwit

And what now is this holiness of God? It is the highest and most glorious and most all-
embracing of all the attributes of God. Holiness is the most profound word in thelBibke.

word that is at home in heaven. Both the Old and New Testaments tell us this. |aatbiinée
seraphs with veiled faces cry out: 'Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts' (6.3). Jolntihear
four living creatures say: 'Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty' (Rev. 4. 8). Thisashighest
expression of God's glory in heaven, by beings who live in his immediate presence daa bow
before him. And dare we imagine that we, by thinking, and reading, and bearing, catandders
or become partakers of the holiness of God? What folly! Oh, that we might belgamkoGod

that we have a place in the inner chamber, a place where we can be alone watidHimke time
for the prayer: 'Let thy holiness, 0 Lord, shine more and more into our hearts, thathey
become holy.'

And let our hearts be deeply ashamed of our prayerlessness, through which we hate made i
impossible for God to impart his holiness to us. Let us beseech God fervently ve issghis

sin, and to allure us by his heavenly grace, and to strengthen us to have fellowshipwihe
holy God.

| have said that the meaning of the words, "The holiness of God', is not easigserpi&ut we
may begin by saying that they imply the unspeakable aversion and hatrechwithGod
regards sin. And if you wish to understand what that means, remember that hegtefsee



his Son die, rather than that sin should reign. Think of the Son of God, who gave up his life
rather than act in the least matter against the will of the Fatherfugtikr, he had such a hatred
of sin that he preferred to die rather than that men should be held in its power. Thetlsrsp

of the holiness of God, which is a pledge that he will do everything for us - for you and me - t
deliver us from sin. Holiness is the fire of God that will consume sin in us and make us holy
sacrifices, pure and acceptable before him. It was for this reason thairtheg®ne down as

fire. He is the Spirit of God's holiness, the Spirit of sanctification in us.

Oh, think over the holiness of God, and bow in lowliness before him, till your heart is fitled wi
the assurance of what the holy one will do for you. Take a week, if necessary, amde®-read

the words of God on this great truth, till your heart is brought under the convictionis Tiines

glory of the inner chamber, to converse with God the holy one; to bow down in deep humility
and shame before him, because we have so despised him and his love through our
prayerlessness.' There we shall receive the assurance that heiwillakg us into-fellowship

with himself. No one can expect to understand and receive the holiness of God who is not often
and long alone with God.

Someone has said that the holiness of God is the expression of the unspeakable distance by
which he in his righteousness is separated from us, and yet also of the unspeakabds near
which he in his love longs to hold fellowship with us and dwell in us. Bow in humble reverence,
as you think of the immeasurable distance between you and God. Bow in childlike conidence
the unspeakable desire of his love to be united with you in the deepest intimacy kandmest
confidently on him to reveal something of his holiness to the soul which thirst aftandim

waits upon him and is quiet before him.

Notice how the two sides of the holiness of God are united in the cross. So terrible was the
aversion and anger of God against our sin that Christ was left in the thick darkoassgl®od,

when sin was laid upon him, had to hide his face from him. And yet so deep was the love of God
toward us and he so desired to be united to us that he spared not his Son but gave him over to
unutterable sufferings, that so he might receive us, in union with Christ, into msdspland

press us to his heart as his beloved children. It was of this suffering that dulesois said: 'l

sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth' (John 178)h& is

become of God our sanctification, and we are holy in him.

| beseech you, think not little of the grace that you have a holy God who longs to makeyyou hol
Think not little of the voice of God which calls you to give time to him in the stilloEdse

inner chamber, so that he may cause his holiness to rest on you. Let it be your busigess e
day, in the secrecy of the inner chamber, to meet the holy God. You will be repaid foutie t

it may cost you. The reward will be sure and rich. You will learn to hate sin, aegarit as
accursed and conquered. 'Me new nature will give you a horror of sin. The ligsungy tree holy

God, will, as conqueror, be your power and strength; and you will begin to believedhe gr
promise contained in 1 Thessalonians 5.23, 24: 'The very God of peace sanctify you wholly...
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.’



Chapter 8

Obedience; The Victorious Life

t‘} n opposition to sin stands obedience. 'For as leynoan's disobedience many were
ﬁing made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall iamyade righteous... Ye became
M5 gﬁi’ the servants of righteousness' (Rom. 5.19; 6.b&ohnection with all that has been
said about sin, and the new life, and the recepifdhe Holy Spirit, we must always give to
obedience the place assigned to it by God.

It was because Christ humbled himself and becaradiebt unto death, yea, the death of the
cross, that God so highly exalted him. And Pauthia connection, exhorts us: 'Let this mind be
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus' (Phil. 2/8¢ see, above everything else, that the
obedience of Christ, which was so pleasing to Gaast become really the characteristic of our
disposition and of our entire walk. Just as a s@rkaows that he must first obey his master in

all things, so the surrender to an implicit andugsjioning obedience must become the essential
characteristic of our lives.

How little this is understood by Christians! How myahere are who allow themselves to be
misled, and rest satisfied with the thought thatisia necessity, that one must sin every day! It
would be difficult to say how great the harm is @ihhas been done by this mistake. It is one of
the chief causes why the sin of disobedience lgtkorecognised. 1 have myself heard
Christians, speaking about the cause of darknessvaakness, say, halflaughingly: 'Yes, it is
just disobedience again.' We try to get rid of vaet as speedily as possible who is habitually
disobedient, but it is not regarded as anythingaextinary that a child of God should be
disobedient every day. Disobedience is daily ackadged, and yet there is no turning away
from it.

Have we not here the reason why so much prayehépower of the Holy Spirit is offered, and
yet so few answers come? Do we not see from A8&that God has given his Holy Spirit to
them that obey him? Every child of God has recetiedHoly Spirit- If he uses the measure of
the Holy Spirit which he has, with the definite pase of being obedient to the utmost, then God
can and will favour him with further manifestatiooisthe Spirit's power. But if he permits
disobedience to get the upper hand, day by dagebd not wonder if his prayer for more of the
Spirit remains unanswered.

We have already said that we must not forget tieSpirit desires to possess more of us. How
can we wholly surrender ourselves to him othenthise by being obedient? The Scripture says
that we must be led by the Spirit, that we muskvizgd the Spirit. My right relationship to the
Holy Spirit is that | allow myself to be guided anded by him. Obedience is the great factor in
our whole relationship to God. '‘Obey my voice, amdll be your God' (Jer. 7.23; 11.4).

Mark how the Lord Jesus, on the last night, whemgi his great promise about the Holy Spirit,
lays emphasis on this point. 'If ye love me, kegpcommandments. And | will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter' (John3,416). Obedience was essential as a
preparation for the reception of the Spirit. Angttihought is often repeated by him. 'He that



hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be
loved of my Father, and 1 will love him, and will manifest myself to him' (John 14.21).&o0 als

in verse 23: 'lf a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, andl we

come unto him, and make our abode with him." 'If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you' (15.7). 'If ye keep my commasdyee

shall abide in my love' (verse 10). 'Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoewarrhand you' (verse

14).

Can words more plainly or impressively declare that the whole fife, in the spendiation,
following the resurrection of Christ, depends on obedience? That is the Spirit df Barised

to do not his own will, but the will of the Father. And he cannot with his Spirit make an abiding
home in the heart of one who does not surrender himself utterly to a life of obedience

Alas, how few there are who are truly concerned because of this disobedienckttle it is
believed that Christ really asks for and expects this from us because he htakande make it
possible for us. How much is it manifested in prayer, or walk, or in the depths of theesoul-lif
that we really endeavour to be well-pleasing to the Lord in all things8ayoo little in regard
to our disobedience. 'l will be sorry for my sin.'

But is obedience really possible? It is certain for the man who believeshitistt J&sus is his
sanctification and relies on him.

Just as it is impossible for a man whose eyes have not yet been opened toGlaesthadn at

once forgive his sin, so is it also with faith in the assurance that there is & &bure promise

of power to accomplish all that God desires from his child. Just as, through faith, wehfeund t
fullness of forgiveness; so through a new act of faith, a real deliverancéhfeashominion of the
sin which has so easily beset us is obtained, and the abiding blessing of the continuous
experience of the keeping power of Christ becomes ours. This faith obtains a géwiisi
promises the meaning of which was not previously understood: 'The God of peace ..omake y
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing isidtis,
through Jesus Christ' (Heb. 13.20, 21). 'Unto him that is able to keep you from falling ... be glory
and majesty' (Jude 24, 25). 'Give diligence to make your calling and eleceoriosuf ye do

these things, ye shall never fall' (2 Pet. 1. 10). 'To the end he may stablish ytar hea
unblameable in holiness’ (1 Thess. 3.13). 'But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablisinglou,
keep you from evil' (2 Thess. 3.3).

When the soul understands that the fulfilment of these and other promises is securéd for us
Christ, and that, as certainly as the forgiveness of sin is assured to us in Hgo,ispawer
against new or fresh attacks of sin assured to us. Then for the first time ssthrel&arned

aright that faith can confidently rely upon a full Christ and his abiding protection.

This faith sheds a wholly new light on the life of obedience. Christ holds himgadingble to

work this out in me every moment if | only trust him for it. Then 1 begin to understand the
important phrase with which Paul begins and closes his epistle to the Romans (Rom. 1.5; 16.26):
"The obedience of faith.' Faith brings me to the Lord Jesus, not only to obtain thenfesgioé

sin, but also that 1 may every moment enjoy the power which will make it possible,fasma



child of God, to abide in him and to be numbered among his obedient children of whom it is
written that, as he who has called them is holy, as they also may be holy in alf mfanne
conversation. Everything depends on whether or not 1 believe on the whole Christ, with the
fullness of his grace, that he will, not now and then but every moment, be the strengthfef my li
Such faith will lead to an obedience which will enable me to ‘walk worthy dfdheunto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work... strengthened with all mightrdicg to his

glorious power' (Col. 1.10, 11).

The soul which feeds on such promises will experience now, instead of the disobeds®ite of
effort, what the obedience of faith means. All such promises have their measusrthaty,
and their strength in the living Christ.

The victorious life

In the chapter on 'The More Abundant Life', we viewed the matter chieflythherside of our
Lord Jesus. We saw that there is to be found in him - the crucified, and the risen, and the
glorified one who baptises with the Holy Spirit - all that is needful for a lifgbahdant grace. In
speaking of the victorious life, we shall now look at the matter from another standfyei want
to see how a Christian can live really as a victor. We have already often sacbtheayer life

is not something which can be improved by itself. It is so intimately bound up with thee enti
spiritual life that it is only when that whole life (previously marked lak laf prayer) becomes
renewed and sanctified that prayer can have its rightful place of power. We mbstsatisfied
with less than the victorious life to which God calls his children.

You remember how our Lord, in the seven epistles in the Revelation of John, concludes with a
promise to those who overcome. Take the trouble of going over that seven-timegrép®ate

that overcometh’; and notice what unspeakably glorious promises are there gia¢heyAwere
given even to churches like Ephesus, that had lost its first love; and Sardis, to whemsaidya
'thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead' (Rev. 3.1); and Laodicea, with haarlnkess

and self satisfaction - as proof that, if only they would repent, they might winaive of

victory. The call comes to every Christian to strive for the crown. It is intgegs be a healthy
Christian, still more impossible to be a preacher in the power of God, if everighiot

sacrificed to gain the victory.

The answer to the question, of how we attain to it, is simple. All is in Christ. "Thank#d®

God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ' (2 Cor. 2.14). 'In all these things merar

than conquerors through him that loved us' (Rom. 8.37). All depends on our right relationship to
Christ, our entire surrender, perfect faith, and unbroken fellowship with him. But gbuavi

know how to attain to all this. Listen once more to the simple directions as to the wéych

the full enjoyment of what is prepared for you in Christ may be yours. Thesaarew

discovery of sin; a new surrender to Christ; a new faith in the power which will tadssible

for you to persevere.

1. A new discovery of sin

In Romans 3, you find described the knowledge of sin which is necessary, in repentance, for
forgiveness 'That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become doikyGoed'
(verse 19). There you took your stand, you recognised your sin more or lessuslgsand
confessed it, and you obtained mercy. But if you would lead the victorious life, somaitiag



is needful. This comes with the experience that in you, that is, in your flesh,dwvetleth no

good thing' (Rom. 7.18). You have a delight in the law of God after the inner man, but you see
another law in your members bringing you into captivity to the law of sin and congpgtiu to

cry out: '0 wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body aldéhit?' (verse 24).

It is not, as it was at conversion, when you thought over your few or many sins. Thisoesrk g
much deeper. You find that, as a Christian, you have no power to do the good that you wish to
do. You must be brought to a new and deeper insight into the sin of your nature and into your
utter weakness, even though you are a Christian, to live as you ought. And yoarwitblery

out: 'Who shall deliver me; I, wretched man, a prisoner bound under the law of sin?’

The answer to this question is: 'l thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord' (Rom. 7.25). Then
follows the revelation of what there is in Christ. It is not just as given in Rogdhis more: |

am in Christ Jesus, and 'the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath mad=erfrern the

law of sin and death’, (Rom. 8.2) under which | was bound. It is the experience that the law or
power of the life of the Spirit in Christ has made me free and now calls on me, in ansew se
and by a new surrender, to acknowledge Christ as the bestower of the victory.

2. A new surrender to Christ

You may have used these words 'surrender’ and ‘consecration’ many tinva#)dut rightly
understanding what they mean. As you have been brought by the teaching of Romans 7 to a
complete sense of the hopelessness of leading a true Christian life, op@ayerdife, by your

own efforts, so you feel that the Lord Jesus must take you up, by his own power, inedp entir
new way; and must take possession of you, by his Spirit, in an entirely new measigtoidi
can preserve you from constantly sinning afresh. This only can make yowre@thous. This
leads you to look away from yourself, really to get free from yourself,aaggect everything
from the Lord Jesus.

If we begin to understand this, we are prepared to admit that in our nature thehénig good,

that it is under a curse, and is nailed with Christ to his cross. We come to seew/na¢&tes
when he says that we are dead to sin by the death of Christ. Thus do we obtain a sbkare of th
glorious resurrection life there is in him. By such an insight we are encoutalgelieive that
Christ, through his life in us, through his continual indwelling, can keep us. Just as, at our
conversion, we had no rest till we knew he had received us so now we feel the need of coming to
him, to receive from him the assurance that he has really undertaken to keep ysdwethef

his resurrection life. And we feel then that there must be an act as defihiteraseption of us

at conversion, by which he gives us the assurance of victory. And although it appedcstie us
too great and too much, yet the man who casts himself, without plea, into the arms a&iChrist
experience that he does indeed receive us into such a fellowship as will make usefrom t
beginning onwards, 'more than conquerors'.

3. A new faith in the power which will make it possible for you to persevere in your surrender

You have heard of Keswick, and the truth for which it stands. It is that Christ isguidpdake
upon himself the care and preservation of our lives every day, and all the day Veadyust

him to do it. In the testimony given by many, this thought is emphasised. They havetta@d us
they felt themselves called to a new surrender, to an entire consecrationamifast, reaching
to the smallest things, but they were hindered by the fear of failure. The ti@rstainess, after
an unbroken fellowship with Jesus, after a life of persevering childlike obediensethéra one



way. But the question arose: 'Shall | continue faithful?' And to this question #meermo
answer, till they believed that the surrender must be made, not in their own strengila but
power which was bestowed by a glorified Lord. He would not only keep them for the, floxir
he must first make possible for them the surrender of faith which expects timatdtdce. It was
in the power of Christ himself that they were able to present themselves to him.

O Christian, only believe that there is a victorious life! Christ, the victogus ord, who will
undertake for you in everything and will enable you to do all that the Father eipeatigu.

Be of good courage. Will you not trust him to do this great work for you who has givefe his li

for you and has forgiven your sins? Only dare, in his power, to surrender youtbelfiife of

those who are kept from sin by the power of God. Along with the deepest conviction thé& there
no good in you, confess that you see in the Lord Jesus all the goodness of which youdyave nee
for the life of a child of God; and begin literally to live 'by the faith of the Sonaaf, @ho loved

me, and gave himself for me' (Gal. 2.20).

Let me, for your encouragement, give the testimony of Bishop Monte, a man of de&tyhumi
and tender piety. When he first heard of Keswick he was afraid of 'perfecti@md would

have nothing to do with it. Unexpectedly, during a vacation in Scotland, he came in cotitact wi
some friends at a small convention. There he heard an address by which he was convinced how
entirely the teaching was according to Scripture. There was no word abessseds in the

flesh or in man. It was a setting forth of how Jesus can keep from sin a man wfth aagure.

The light shone into his heart. He who had always been counted a tender Christiam@ame
touch now with a new experience of what Christ is willing to do for one who gives himself
entirely to him Listen to what he says on the text: 'l can do all things througdt ®hich
strengtheneth me' (Phil. 4.13). 1 dare to say that it is possible for those who ecalilirag to
reckon on the power of the Lord, for keeping and victory, to lead a life in which hisga®are
taken as they stand, and are found to be true. It is possible to cast all our care oryhandlail

to enjoy deep peace in doing it. It is possible to have the thoughts and imaginations of sur heart
purified in the deepest meaning of the word, through faith. It is possible to sedl thfeGod in
everything, and to receive it, not with sighing, but with singing. It is possible, inrikelife of
desire and feeling, to lay aside all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, armkakihg, every day

and every hour. It is possible, by taking complete refuge in divine power, to beconte st
through and through; and where previously our greatest weakness lay, to find thaigbe thi
which formerly upset all our resolves to be patient, or pure, or humble, furnish today an
opportunity -through him who loved us, and works in us an agreement with his will, and a
blessed sense of his presence and his power to make sin powerless. These thinge are divi
possibilities, and because they are his work, the true experience of thefwayl aause us to
bow lower at his feet and to learn to thirst and long for more. We cannot possiblyshedsati

with anything less than - each day, each hour, each moment, in Christ, through the ghever of
Holy Spirit - to walk with God.'

Thank God, a life of victory is sure for those who have a knowledge of their inward ruireand a
hopeless in themselves, but who, in 'the confidence of despair’, have looked to Jesus, and, in faith
in his power to make the act of surrender possible for them, they have done it, in hiandght

now rely on him alone every day and every hour.



Chapter 9

Hints-for the Inner Chamber; Time
A’* t the conference, a brother who had earnestly ssetehis neglect of prayer, but who
o~ fo

’ was able, later, to declare that his eyes had bpened to see that the Lord really
supplied grace for all that he required from ukedsf some hints could not be given as
to the best way of spending time profitably in tlveer chamber. There was no opportunity then
for giving an answer. Perhaps the following thogsghty be of help:

A

1. As you enter the inner chamber let your firstiknvoe to thank God for the unspeakable love
which invites you to come to him and to converselfy with him. If your heart is cold and head,
remember that religion is not a matter of feeliogt, has to do first with the will. Raise your

heart to God and thank him for the assurance ywa traat he looks down on you and will bless
you. Through such an act of faith you honour Godl émaw your soul away from being occupied
with itself. Think also of the glorious grace oéthord Jesus, who is willing to teach you to pray
and to give you the disposition to do so. Think, tof the Holy Spirit who was purposely given

to cry, 'Abba, Father', in your heart, and to hglpr weakness in prayer. Five minutes spent thus
will strengthen your faith for your work in the ienchamber. Once more | say, begin with an act
of thanksgiving and praise God for the inner chanaloel the promise of blessing there.

2. You must prepare yourself for prayer by prayeBible study. The great reason why the inner
chamber is not attractive is that people do nowkkhow to pray. Their stock of words is soon
exhausted and they do not know what further to sagause they forget that prayer is not a
soliloquy, where everything comes from one side;itis a dialogue, where God's child listens
to what the Father says, and replies to it, and #s&s for the things he needs.

Read a few verses from the Bible. Do not conceursalf with the difficulties contained in
them. You can consider these later; but take wbatunderstand, apply it to yourself, and ask
the Father to make his word light and power in yoegirt. Thus you will have material enough
for prayer from the word which the Father speakgoia; you will also have the liberty to ask for
things you need. Keep on in this way, and the ithamber will become at length, not a place
where you sigh and struggle only, but one of liviellpwship with the Father in heaven.
Prayerful study of the Bible is indispensable fowerful prayer.

3. When you have thus received the word into yaart) turn to prayer. But do not attempt it
hastily or thoughtlessly, as though you knew webugh how to pray. Prayer in our own
strength brings no blessing. Take time to preseutself reverently and in quietness before God.
Remember his greatness and holiness and love. Dhigtkwhat you wish to ask from him. Do
not be satisfied with going over the same thingggday. No child goes on saying the same
thing day after day to his earthly father .

Converse with the Father is coloured by the neétlseaday. Let your prayer be something
definite, arising either out of the word which yieave read, or out of the real soul-needs which
you long to have satisfied. Let your prayer be sfinite that you can say as you go out, 'l know
what 1 have asked from my Father, and | expechawaer.' It is a good plan sometimes to take a



piece of paper and write down what you wish to pray for. You might keep such a paper for a
week or more, and repeat the prayers till some new need arises.

4. What has been said is in reference to your own needs. But you know that we are allowed to
Pray that we may help also in the needs of others. One great reason whynpitasy@mner

chamber does not bring more joy and blessing is that it is too selfish, anthesifiss the death

of prayer.

Remember your family; your congregation, with its interests; your ovghibeurhood; and the
church to which you belong. Let your heart be enlarged and take up the interestsooisnaisd

of the church through the whole world. Become an intercessor, and you will expeoietice f

first time the blessedness of prayer, as you find out that God will make use of yaundhis

blessing with others through prayer. You will begin to feel that there is sometbrtigliving

for, as you find that you have something to say to God, and that he from heaven will do things in
answer to your prayers which otherwise would not have been done.

A child can ask his father for bread. A full-grown son converses with him about alléhesist

of his business, and about his further purposes. A weak child of God prays only for himself, but
full-grown man in Christ understands how to consult with God over what must take place in the
kingdom. Let your prayer list bear the names of those for whom you pray - youtemiaisd all

other ministers, and the different missionary affairs with which yoe@reected. Thus the

inner chamber will really become a wonder of God's goodness and a fountain gé\greatill
become the most blessed place on earth. It is a great thing to say, but itngplkersith, that

God will make it a Bethel, where his angels shall ascend and descend, and wiveitecygu

out: 'The Lord shall be my God.' He will make it also Peniel, where you willheeface of God,

as a prince of God, as one who wrestled with the angel and overcame him.

5. Do not forget the close bond between the inner chamber and the outer world. The attitude of
the inner chamber must remain with us all the day. The object of the inner chasthay imite

us to God that we may have him always abiding with us. Sin, thoughtlessness, and iadluing
flesh, or to the world unfit us for the inner chamber and bring a cloud over the soul. If you have
stumbled, or fallen, return to the inner chamber; let your first work be to invoke the blood of
Jesus and to claim cleansing by it. Rest not till by confession you have cepkatel put away

your sin. Let the precious blood really give you a fresh freedom of approach to GamBem

that the roots of your life in the inner chamber strike far out in body and soul so asifeesta
themselves in business life. Let 'the obedience of faith’, in which you pragrét,sele you
constantly. The inner chamber is intended to bind man to God, to supply him with power from
God, to enable him to live for God alone. God be thanked for the inner chamber and for the
blessed life which he will enable us there to experience and nourish.

Time
Before the creation of the world time did not exist. God lived in eternity in ankah we little
understand. With creation, time began, and everything was placed under its power. God has
placed all living creatures under a law of slow growth. Think of the length efititakes for a
child to become a man in body and mind. In learning, in wisdom, in business, in handicraft, and
in politics, everything somehow depends on patience and perseverance. Egergéua time.



It is just the same in religion. There can be no converse with a holy God, no fellowslepretw
heaven and earth, no power for the salvation of the souls of others, unless much timeiis set apa
for it. Just as it is necessary for a child for long years to eat andedsamyday, so the life of

grace entirely depends on the time men are willing to give to it day by day.

The minister is appointed by God to teach and help those who are engaged in the ordinary
avocations of life to find time and to use it aright for the preservation of the ddiféaudhe
minister cannot do this unless he himself has a living experience of a lifeyef.gtis highest
calling is not preaching, or speaking, or parochial visitation, but it is tovatdtthe life of God
daily, and to be a witness of what the Lord teaches him and accomplishes in him.

Was it not so with the Lord Jesus? Why must he, who had no sin to confess, sometimes$ spend al
night in prayer to God? Because the divine life had to be strengthened in interitiuisis

Father. His experience of a life in which he took time for fellowship with God hageenam

to share that life with us.

Oh, that each minister might understand that he has received his time from Godemitudes

on it! God must have for fellowship with himself the first and the best of your tiriteoW this,

your preaching and labour have little power. Here on earth 1 may spend my tilne fooriey

or the learning which | receive in exchange. The minister can exchanadi®r the divine

power and the spiritual blessings to be obtained from heaven. That, and nothing els&imakes

a man of God and ensures that his preaching will be in the demonstration of the Spirit @and pow



Chapter 10

The Example of Paul

'3 1. Paul was a minister who prayed much for his cegation
Let us read his words prayerfully and calmly sd tha may hear the voice of the Spirit.

‘Night and day praying exceedingly that we ... miggrfect that which is lacking in your faith...
The Lord make you to increase ... to the end he stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness'
(1 Thess. 3.10-13). 'The very God of peace sangtiywholly' (I Thess. 5.23).

What food for meditation!

'‘Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself ... comfort ybearts, and stablish you in every good word
and work' (2 Thess. 2.16, 17).

'Without ceasing, | make mention of you always i pnayers; Making request...that | may
impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the endnyay be established' (Rom. 1.9-11).

'‘My heart's desire and prayer to God for Isradhiat they might be saved' (Rom. 10. 1).

'l ... cease not ... making mention of you in mgyars; that God ... may give unto you the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of himthat ye may know ... what is the exceeding
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe' (Epth6-19).

'For this cause | bow my knees unto the Fath#rat.he would grant you ... to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that @tmay dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye,
being rooted ... in love ... might be filled with the fullness of God' (Eph. 3:14-19).

‘Always in every prayer of mine for you all makirgguest with joy ... | pray, that your love may
abound yet more and more ... that ye may be sincdiiéed with the fruits of righteousness'
(Phil. 1.4, 9-11).

'‘But my God shall supply all your need accordingpiriches in glory by Christ Jesus' (Phil.
4.19).

'We ... do not cease to pray for you, and to dekameye might be filled with the knowledge of
his will ... that ye might walk worthy of the Lord strengthened with all might according to his
glorious power' (Col. 1.911). 'l would that ye knesvat great conflict | have for you ... as many
as have not seen my face in the flesh; that trezirte might be comforted, being knit together in
love' (Col. 2.1, 2).

What a study for the inner chamber! These pasdageh us that unceasing prayer formed a



large part of Paul's service in the gospel; we see the high spiritual aim wisehlefore

himself, in his work on behalf of believers; and the tender and self-sacrifisiagvith which he

ever continued to think of the Church and its needs. Let us ask God to bring each one of us, and
all the ministers of his word, to a life of which such prayer is the healthy andlrattilaw. We

shall need to turn again and again to these pages if we would really be brought byitth@ Spir

the apostolic life which God has given us as an example.

2. Paul was a minister who asked his congregation to pray much
Read again with prayerful attention:

'l beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of thth&{pye
strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; that | may be delifrera them that do
not believe in Judea' (Rom. 15.30,31). 'We ... trust ... in God ... that he will yet deliver us; Ye
also helping together by prayer for us' (2 Cor. 1.9-11).

'Praying always, with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watthérgunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints; and for me, that utterance magrbergo/me,
that | may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel ... as | ought to
speak’ (Eph. 6.18-20).

'For | know that this shall turn to my salvation, through your prayer, and the supply @itihe S
of Jesus Christ' (Phil. 1. 19).

‘Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; withal praying alss, fitnat
God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak ... as | ought to speak’ (Col. 4.2-4).

'Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, dodflezig
even as it is with you' (2 Thess. 3. 1).

What a deep insight Paul had as to the unity of the body of Christ and the relation of the
members one to another! It is as we permit the Holy Spirit to work powerfully ratibe: will

reveal this truth to us, and we too shall have this insight. What a glimpse he givéseus of

power of the spiritual life among these Christians, by the way in which he reckohad tha

Rome, and Corinth, and Ephesus, and Colossae, and Philippi, there were men and women on
whom he could rely for prayer that would reach heaven and have power with God! And what a
lesson for all ministers, to lead them to inquire if they truly appreciate theaithe body at its
right value; if they are endeavouring to train up Christians as interceasdrg;they indeed
understand that Paul had that confidence because he was himself so strong fomptfager
congregation! Let us learn the lesson and beseech God that ministers and comgreggdiher

may grow in the grace of prayer, so that their entire service and Chrifgiaraly witness that

the Spirit of prayer rules them. Then we may be confident that God will avenge hiseaivn el
which cry out day and night unto him.

Ministers of the Spirit
What is the meaning of the expression: the minister of the gospel is a nohigterSpirit (see 2
Cor. 3.6, 8)? It means:



1. That the preacher is entirely under the power and control of the Spirit, so that helathy be
and used by the Spirit as he wills.

2. Many pray for the -Spirit, that they may make use of him and his power fowthr&ir This is
certainly wrong. It is he who must use you. Your relationship toward him must lué deep
dependence and utter submission. The Spirit must have you entirely, and alwaysJland in a
things under his power.

3. There are many who think they must preach the word only, and that the Spirit keltimea
word fruitful. They do not understand that it is the Spirit in and through the preacher lWho wi
bring the word to the heart. | must not be satisfied with praying to God to bless, threugh t
operation of his Spirit, the word that 1 preach. The Lord wants me to be filled with thie Spi
then 1 shall speak aright and my preaching will be in the manifestation of theaSgigower.

4. We see this on the day of Pentecost. They were filled with the Spirit and began tasgeak,
spoke with power through the Spirit who was in them.

5. Thus we learn what the relationship of the minister toward the Spirit should be. Heanrist
a strong belief that the Spirit is in him, that the Spirit will teach him id&iy life and will
strengthen him to bear witness to the Lord Jesus in his preaching and visitingt heens
ceaseless prayer that he may be kept and strengthened by the power oftthe Spiri

6. When the Lord promised the apostles that they should receive power when the Hioha&pi
come upon them and commanded them to wait for him, it was as though he had said: 'Do not
dare to preach without this power. It is the indispensable preparation for your werthing
depends on it.’

7. What then is the lesson we may learn from the phrase 'ministers of th@ 8fasf'how little
we have understood this! How little have we lived in it! How little have we expmrieof the
power of the Holy Spirit! What must we do then? There must be deep confession, dhguilt
we have so constantly grieved the Spirit, because we have not lived daily asisisrsjiand
simple childlike surrender to his leading in sure confidence that the Lord will warlrege in
us; and further, daily fellowship with the Lord Jesus in ceaseless prayeill Hestow on us
the Holy Spirit as rivers of living water.



Chapter 11

The Word and Prayer; Preaching and Prayer; Wholeheartedness

f&‘;- B ittle of the word with little prayer is death tcetlspiritual fife. Much of the word with

334 2% little prayer gives a sickly life. Much prayer wikittle of the word gives more life, but

[ &9‘5 without steadfastness. A full measure of the word jprayer each day gives a healthy
and powerful life. Think of the Lord Jesus. In figuth and manhood he treasured the word in
his heart. In the temptation in the wilderness, am@very opportunity that presented itself - till
he cried out on the cross in death, 'My God, my,®dd/ hast thou forsaken me?' (Matt. 27.46).
He showed that the word of God filled his heartdAm his prayer life he manifested two things:
first, that the word supplies us with material foayer and encourages us in expecting
everything from God. The second is that it is dnjyprayer that we can live such a life that
every word of God can be fulfilled in us. And hdveh can we come to this, so that the word
and prayer may each have its undivided right og@rThere is only one answer. Our lives must
be wholly transformed. We must get a new, a healitheavenly life, in which the hunger after
God's word and the thirst after God express theraseh prayer as naturally as do the needs of
our earthly life. Every manifestation of the powéithe flesh in us and the weakness of our
spiritual life must drive us to the conviction ti@abd will, through the powerful operation of his
Holy Spirit, work out a new and strong life in US.

Oh, that we but understood that the Holy Spirgssentially the Spirit of the word and the Spirit
of prayer! He will cause the word to become a jog a light in our souls, and he will also most
surely help us in prayer to know the mind and wfilGod, and find in it our delight. If we as
ministers wish to explain these things and to tfaad's people for the inheritance which is
prepared for them, then we must commit ourselvas fihis moment forward to the leading of
the Holy Spirit; must, in faith in what he will do us, appropriate the heavenly life of Christ as
he lived it here on earth, with certain expectatiwat the Spirit, who filled him with the word
and prayer, will also accomplish that work in us,

Yes, let us believe that the Spirit who is in uthis Spirit of the Lord Jesus, and that he is in us
to make us truly partakers of his life. If we figrdelieve this and set our hearts upon it, then
there will come a change in our intercourse witghword and prayer such as we could not have
thought possible. Believe it firmly; expect it siyte

We are familiar with the vision of the valley ofydsones. We know that the Lord said to the
prophet: '‘Prophesy upon these bones ... Beholdl ¢ause breath to enter into you, and ye shall
live' (Ezek. 37.4, 5). And we know how, when he Hade this, there was a noise, and bone
came together to its bone, and flesh came up, kindcevered them - but there was no breath in
them. The prophesying to the bones - the preadfitige word of God - had a powerful
influence. It was the beginning of the great mieaghich was about to happen, and there lay an
entire army of men newly made. It was the beginmitpe work of life in them, but there was
no spirit there.

How then the Lord said to the prophet: 'Prophedy tiee wind ... Thus saith the Lord God;
Come from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathenupese slain, that they may live' (verse 9).



And when the prophet had done this, the Spirit came upon them, and they lived, and stood on
their feet, a very great army. Prophesying to the bones, that is, preachiagctaplished a

great work. There lay the beautiful new bodies. But the prophesying to the Spirig,'Com

Spirit', that is, prayer, accomplished a far more wonderful thing. The power gbititeM@s
revealed through prayer.

Is not the work of our ministers mostly this prophesying to dry bones in making known the
promises of God? This is followed sometimes by great results. Everythiong taongs to the
form of godliness has been brought to perfection; a careless congregation bempriasand
devout, but it remains true for the most part: 'There is no life in them. 'Preachihigenus
followed by prayer. The preacher must come to see that his preaching is ¢velyara
powerless to bring in a new life till he begins to take time for prayer and dawgdoo the
teaching of God's word, strives and labours and continues in prayer, and takes nd ggesa
God no rest, till he bestows the Spirit in overflowing power.

Do you not feel that a change must come in our work? We must learn from Peter to dantinue
prayer in our ministry of the word. Just as we are zealous preachers, we nmesbhe

prayer. We must, with all our power, constantly like Paul, pray unceasinghhd-prayer:

'‘Come, breathe on these slain' (Ezek. 37.9), the answer is sure.

Wholeheartedness

Experience teaches us that if anyone is engaged in a work in which he is not whedehear
will seldom succeed. Just think of a student, or his teacher, a man of business, or alearrior
who does not give himself wholeheartedly to his calling is not likely to succeed. Ansl $hif
more true of religion, and above all of the high and holy task of intercourse in prayer vaty
God and of being always well pleasing to him. It is because of this that Goddase sai
impressively: "Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search feittmed! your heart'

(Jer. 29.13).

As also more than one of God's servants has said: 'l seek thee with my whole aeangoud

ever thought how many Christians there are of whom it is all too plain that they dek @

with the whole heart? When they were in trouble over their sins, they seemed to seakhGod w
the whole heart. But when they knew that they had been pardoned one could see bygheir live
that they were religious, it is true but no one would think: 'This man has surrenderelfl himse
with his whole heart to follow God, and to serve him as the supreme work of his life.’

How is it with you? What does your heart say? While you, as minister, fanags have given
yourself up with wholehearted devotion to fulfil your office faithfully and zedjouwsll you not
perhaps acknowledge: 'l fear, or rather 1 am convinced, that my unsatisfaay@ylipe is to be
attributed to nothing else than that 1 have not lived with a wholehearted surrendencéaiih
that could hinder me in fellowship with God.' What a deeply important question to consider in
the inner chamber and to give the answer to God! How important to arrive at anglaer and

to utter it all before God! Prayerlessness cannot be overcome as an isotagell is in the

closest relationship to the state of the heart. True prayer depends on an undivided heart

But | cannot give myself that undivided heart which can enable me to say: 'l sg@ekte my
whole heart.' No, that is impossible for you, but God will do it. 'l will give them ar teeknow



me' (Jer. 24.7). 'l will ... write it [my law] [as a power of life] in their he'gder. 31.33; Heb. 8.

10). Such promises serve to awaken desire. How ever weak the desire may beisifthiettee
sincere determination to strive after what God holds out to us, then he will hinoskelirour

hearts both to will and to do. It is the great work of the Holy Spirit in us to make usyvaitid

to enable us to seek God with the whole heart. May there not be found in us confusion of face
because, while we have given ourselves to so many earthly things with all dwarftestrength,

yet if anything is said about fellowship with our glorious God it so little &ffas that we have

not sought him with the whole heart.



Chapter 12

'Follow Me'; The Holy Trinity; Life and Prayer; Perseverance in Prayer; Carnal or Spiritual

Yhe Lord did not speak these words to all who belieen him, or who hoped to be

% blessed by him, but to those whom he would makefisof men. He said this not only
- at the first calling of the apostles, but alsorate to Peter: 'Henceforth thou shalt catch
men (Luke 5. 10). The holy art of winning soultlaving and saving them, can be learned only
in close and persistent intercourse with Christat\hlesson for ministers and for Christian
workers and others! This intercourse was the gredtpeculiar privilege of his disciples. The
Lord chose them that they might be always with a@ar him. We read of the choice of the
twelve apostles in Mark 3.14: 'And he ordained t@ethat they should be with him, and that he
might send them forth to preach. 'So also our lsaid on the last night (John 15.27): 'And ye
also shall bear witness, because ye have beermmeitihom the beginning.’

This fact was noticed by outsiders. Thus, for ins&a the woman who spoke to Peter: 'This
fellow was also with Jesus' (Matt. 26.71). So & 8anhedrin: 'They took knowledge of them,
that they had been with Jesus' (Acts 4.13). Thefdhmaracteristic and indispensable
qualification for the man who will bear witnessQarist is that he has been with him.
Continuous fellowship with Christ is the only schéar the training of ministers of the Holy
Spirit. What a lesson for all ministers! It is ofilg who, like Caleb, follows the Lord fully, who
will have power to teach other souls the art dibfelng Jesus. But what an unspeakable grace
that the Lord Jesus himself would train us afterdwn likeness, so that others may learn from
us! Then we might say with Paul to our convertg Bécame followers of us, and of the Lord...
(I Thess. 1. 6), 'Be ye followers of me, even alsd am of Christ' (1 Cor. 11.1).

Never was there a teacher who took such trouble kv scholars as Jesus Christ will with us
who preach his word. He will spare no pains; ncetimll be too precious or too long for him. In
the love which brought him to the cross, he wouttihntercourse, converse with us, fashion us,
sanctify us, and make us fit for his holy servidare we still complain that it is too much for us
to spend so much time in prayer? Shall we not cdroorselves entirely to the love which gave
up all for us, and look upon it as our greatesplragss now to hold fellowship with him daily?
Oh, all you who long for blessing in your ministhg calls you to be with him. Let this be the
greatest joy of your life; it will be the sureseparation for blessing in your service. O my Lord,
draw me, help me, hold me fast, and teach me hawtddive in thy fellowship by faith.

The Holy Trinity
1. God is an ever flowing fountain of pure love dhelssedness.

2. Christ is the reservoir wherein the fullnes§old was made visible as grace, and has been
opened for us.

3. The Holy Spirit is the stream of living wateathlows from under the throne of God and of
the Lamb.

4. The redeemed, God's believing children, areti@nels through which the love of the
Father, the grace of Christ, and the powerful dperaof the Spirit are brought to the earth, there



to be imparted to others.

5. What an impression we gain here of the wonderful partnership into which God takes us up, as
dispensers of the grace of God! Prayer, when we chiefly pray for oursellasthe beginning

of the life of prayer. The glory of prayer is that we have power as intersd¢edwring the grace

of Christ, and the energising power of the Spirit, upon those souls which are still in darkness

6. The more surely the channel is connected with the reservoir, the more cexviihihly water
flow unhindered through it. The more we are occupied in prayer with the fulln€ssist, and
with the Spirit who proceeds from him, and the more firmly we abide in fellowship withthe
more surely will our lives be happy and strong. This, however, is still only a prepaiatithe
reality. The more we give ourselves up to fellowship and converse with the triuheh®
sooner shall we receive the courage and ability to pray down blessing on souls, arsnamst
on the Church around us.

7. Are you truly a channel which is always open, so that the water may flow throudgb the
thirsty ones in the dry land? Have you offered yourself unreservedly to Godptadadoearer
of the energising operations of the Holy Spirit?

8. Is it not, perhaps, because you have thought only of yourself in prayer thavgou ha
experienced so little of the power of prayer? Do understand that the new praiyeo Nidich

you have entered in the Lord Jesus can be sustained and strengthened only byeksiamtenc
which you labour for the souls around you, to bring them to know the Lord? Oh, meditate on
this--God an ever flowing fountain of love and blessing, and | his child, a living chanoegh
which every day the Spirit and life can be brought to the earth!

Life and Prayer

Our life has a great influence on our prayer, just as our prayer influences olindifentire life

of man is a continuous prayer, to nature or to the world, to provide for his wants and make him
happy. This natural prayer and desire can be so strong in a man who also prays to Bed that
words of prayer which his mouth utters cannot be heard. God cannot at times hear thef praye
your lips because the desires of your heart after the world cry out to him muchktroagdy and
loudly.

The life exercises a mighty influence over prayer. A worldly life, issaking life, makes
prayer powerless and an answer impossible. With many Christians the@eniict between the
life and prayer, and the life holds the upper hand. But prayer can also exercisgyamfligence
over the life. If 1 give myself entirely to God in prayer, then prayer can cotiguéfe of the
flesh and sin. The entire life may be brought under the control of prayer. Prayeange end
renew the whole life, because prayer calls in and receives the Lord JesusHaly tBpirit to
purify and sanctify the life.

Many think that they must, with their defective spiritual life, work themselneto pray more.
They do not understand that only in proportion as the spiritual life is strengthened cayéne pr
life increase. Prayer and life are inseparably connected. What do you think? Whick has
stronger influence over you, prayer for five or ten minutes, or the whole day spentl@sites

of the world? Let it not surprise you if your prayers are not answered. The reaseasiialie



here; your life and your prayer are at strife with each other; youriseaore wholly devoted to
living than to prayer. Learn this great lesson: my prayer must rule my wigolé/hat | request
from God in prayer is not decided in five or ten minutes. 1 must learn to say: 'l have pithyed w
my whole heart. 'What | desire from God must really fill my heart the wdeethen the way is
open for a certain answer.

Oh, the sacredness and power of prayer, if it takes possession of the heart Hrickéfes one
constantly in fellowship with God. We can then literally say, 'On thee do | ivtheaday' (Ps.

25.5). Let us be careful to consider not only the length of the time we spend with God in prayer
but the power with which our prayer takes possession of our whole life.

Perseverance in Prayer

It is not reason,’ said Peter, 'that we should leave the word of God, and servéAeatdé€s?).
For that work deacons were chosen. And this word of Peter serves for all time alhavfor are
set apart as ministers. '‘But we will give ourselves continually to prayeto @nel ministry of the
word' (Acts 6.4). Dr Alexander Whyte, in an address, once said: 'l think sometrhezs my
salary is paid to me so faithfully and punctually: the deacons have perfortiddlliatheir part
of the agreement; have | been so faithful in my part, in persevering in prayer andigtey rof
the word?' Another minister has said: 'How surprised people would be if | proposedieonyi
time between these two equallyone half given to prayer, the other to theyrohiste word!

Notice, in the case of Peter, what perseverance in prayer meant. He went upoofttheray.
There, in prayer, he received heavenly instruction as to his work among the heatherth&he
message from Cornelius came to him. There, the Holy Spirit said to him: 'Behoédiineseek
thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them' (Acts 10. 19-20). And fretnethe
went to Caesarea, where the Spirit was so unexpectedly outpoured on the heathenisAd t
teach us that it is through prayer God will give the instruction of his Spirit ke omunderstand
his will, to let us know with whom we are to speak, to give us the assurance that hiwipirit
make his word powerful through us.

Have you ever earnestly thought over why it is that you have a salary arsbagug, and are
set free from the need of following earthly business? It is for nothingheleehat you should
continue in prayer and the ministry of the word. That will be your wisdom and powemvillhat
be the secret of a blessed service of the gospel.

No wonder that there is complaint about the ineffective spiritual life in mirastr
congregation, while that which is of prime importance, perseverance in praygnatdeld its
rightful place-the first place.

Peter was able to speak and act as he did because he was filled with the $psinhdiee
satisfied with anything less than hearty surrender to and undivided appropriation pifith@ss
leader and Lord of our lives. Nothing less will help us. Then, for the first timehalebe able
to say that God 'hath made us able ministers ... of his Spirit' (2 Cor. 3.6).

Carnal or Spiritual?

There is a great difference between those two states which is but littletandeys pondered.
The Christian who 'walks in the Spirit' and has 'crucified the flesh' (Gal. iS.8giritual. The



Christian who walks after the flesh and wishes to please the flesh is cam&dm. 13.14). The
Galatians, who had begun in the Spirit, were ending in the flesh. Yet theremaarg them
some spiritual members who were able to restore the wandering with meeknes

What a difference between the carnal and the spiritual Christian (I Cor. 3MitB)the carnal
Christian there may be much religion and much zeal for God, and for the service of Gads But i
for the most part in human power. With the spiritual, on the other hand, there is a complete
subjection to the leading of the Spirit, a deep sense of weakness and entire depemtieance
work of Christ-it is a life of abiding fellowship with Christ, wrought out by tp&iS

How important for me it is to find out and plainly to acknowledge before God whedher |

spiritual or carnal! A minister may be very faithful in his orthodoxy, and be meadbus in his
service, and yet be so, chiefly, in the power of human wisdom and zeal. And one of the signs of
this is that there is little pleasure or perseverance in fellowship witist@hrough prayer. Love

of prayer is one of the marks of the Spirit.

What a change is necessary for a Christian who is chiefly carnal to bacdyrspiritual! At

first he cannot understand what must happen, or how it can come to pass. The more the truth
dawns upon him, the more he is convinced that it is impossible, unless God does it. Yet to
believe truly that God will do it requires earnest prayer. Quiet retireamehineditation are
indispensable, along with the death of all confidence in ourselves. But along thikemaever
comes the faith that God can, God is willing, God will do it. The soul which earnestlg tb

the Lord Jesus will be led by the Spirit to this faith.

How will you be able to say to others: | brethren, could not speak unto you as untolspiuritua
as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ? (1 Cor. 3. 1). It is impossible unless s@lfi your
have the experience of having passed from the one state to the other. But Godiwyibteac
Persevere in prayer and faith.



Chapter 13

George Mueller; Hudson Taylor; Light from the Inner Chamber
J}, yust as God gave the apostle Paul as an exampie mayer life for Christians of all

.§ time, so he has also given George Mueller in theser days as a proof to his church
st o2 how literally and wonderfully he still always hegmsyer. It is not only that he gave
him in his lifetime over a million pounds sterlitgsupport his orphanages, but Mr Mueller also
stated that he believed that the Lord had givenrhone than thirty thousand souls in answer to
prayer. And that not only from among orphans, b&m amany others for whom he (in some cases
for fifty years) had prayed faithfully every daw, the firm faith that they would be saved. When
he was asked on what ground he so firmly belietaex] his answer was: There are five
conditions which | always endeavour to fulfil, ibserving which | have the assurance of answer

to my prayer:

1. I have not the least doubt because | am assoiaéd is the Lord's will to save them, for he
willeth that all men should be saved and come édktiowledge of the truth (see 1 Tim. 2.4); and
we have the assurance 'that, if we ask anythingrdo to his will, he heareth us' (1 John 5.14).

2. | have never pleaded for their salvation in myyaname, but in the blessed name of my
precious Lord Jesus, and on his merits alone (dee 14.14).

3. I always firmly believed in the willingness ob@to hear my prayers (see Mark 11.24).

4. | am not conscious of having yielded to any &n;/if | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord
will not hear me' when | call (Ps. 66.18).

5. | have persevered in believing prayer for mbentfiftytwo years for some, and shall continue
till the answer comes: 'Shall not God avenge his elect which cry day and night unto him?’
(Luke 18.7).

Take these thoughts into your hearts and pract&gep according to these rules. Let prayer be
not only the utterance of your desires, but a vedloip with God, till we know by faith that our
prayer is heard. The way George Mueller walkethésrtew and living way to the throne of
grace, which is open for us all.

Hudson Taylor
When Hudson Taylor, as a young man, had given lirager unreservedly to the Lord, there
came to him a strong conviction that God would s@ndto China. He had read of George
Mueller and how God had answered his prayers ®ohin support and that of his orphans, and
he began to ask the Lord to teach him also sasd lim. He felt that if he would go to China
with such faith, he must first begin to live bytfain England. He asked the Lord to enable him
to do this. He had a position as a doctor's diggreasid asked God to help him not to ask for his
salary, but to leave it to God to move the heathefdoctor to pay him at the right time. The
doctor was a good-hearted man, but very irregualgayment. This cost Taylor much trouble
and struggle in prayer because he believed, aGelge Mueller, that the word, '‘Owe no man
any thing' (Rom. 13.8), was to be taken literadiyd that debt should not be incurred.



So he learned the great lesson to move men through God - a thought of deep meaning, which
later on became an unspeakably great blessing to him in his work in China. Hendleat - in

the conversion of the Chinese, in the awakening of Christians to give money for the support of
the work, in the finding of suitable missionaries who would hold as faith's rule of cohdtct t

we should make our desires known to God in prayer and then rely on God to move men to do
what he would have done.

After he had been for some years in China, he prayed that God would give tauanty-f
missionaries, two for each of the eleven provinces and Mongolia, each with millisogl®fand
with no missionary. God did it. But there was no society to send them out. He had indeetl learne
to trust God for his own support, but he dared not take upon himself the responsibility of the
twentyfour, if possibly they had not sufficient faith. This cost him severeichrahd he became
very ill under it, till at last he saw that God could as easily care for theyhfar as for

himself. He undertook it in a glad faith. And so God led him, through many severeftfailh,

to trust him fully. Now these twenty-four have increased, in course of timehtmsand
missionaries who rely wholly on God for support. Other missionary societies have &tknpedv
how much they have learned from Hudson Taylor, as a man who stated and obeyed this law.
Faith may rely on God to move men to do what his children have asked of him in prayer.

Read the book, Hudson Taylor's Early Years by Dr and Mrs Howard Taylor. THidse found
in it a treasure of spiritual thought and experience concerning a close iwalkaod in the inner
chamber and in mission work.

Light from the Inner Chamber

'‘But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shatll téva openly' (Matt.
6.6).

Our Lord had spoken of the prayer of the hypocrites who desire to be seen of men andhalso of t
prayer of the heathen who trust in the multitude of their words. They do not understand that
prayer has no value except it is addressed to a personal God who sees and he&est louthe

Lord teaches us a wonderful lesson concerning the inestimable blessing whithistiarCmay

have in his inner chamber. If we would understand the lesson aright we must notigbtttieati

the inner chamber sheds on

1. The wonderful love of God

Think of God, his greatness, his holiness, his unspeakable glory, and then on the irestimabl
privilege to which he invites his children, that each one of them, however sinful or lieebiay

be, every hour of the day, may have access to him and hold converse with him as long as he
wishes. If he enters his inner chamber, then God is ready to meet him, to awshigliwith

him, to give him the joy and strength which he needs with the living assurance inrhibidtea

he is with him and will undertake for him in everything. In addition he promises thatithe w
enrich him in his outward life and work with those things which he has asked for in segjet. O
we not to cry out with joy? What an honour! What a salvation! What an overflowing supply for
every need!



One may be in the greatest distress, or may have fallen into the deepest ayjrotha
ordinary course of life desire temporal or spiritual blessing; he mayedegiray for himself or
for those belonging to him, or for his congregation or church; he may even become an
intercessor for the whole world - the promise for the inner chamber cokélisa} to thy Father
which is in secret; he will reward thee openly.'

We might well suppose that there would be no place on earth so attractive to the child of God as
the inner chamber with the presence of God promised, where he may have unhindered
intercourse with the Father. The happiness of a child on earth if he enjoys tbé hovéather;

the happiness of a friend as he meets a beloved benefactor; the happiness of @lsubjes

free access to his king and may stay with him as long as he wishes;rthasanathing

compared with this heavenly promise. In the inner chamber you can converse wiGogoas

long and as intimately as you desire; you can rely on his presence andtgdlows

Oh, the wonderful love of God in the gift of an inner chamber sanctified by such sgrtet
us thank God every day of our lives for it as the gift of his wonderful love. In this sinfid er
could devise nothing more suitable for our needs than a fountain of unspeakable blessing.

2. The deep sinfulness of man

We might have thought that every child of God would have availed himself with joy ofisuch a
invitation. But, see! What is the response? There comes a cry from all lands ykairpthe

inner chamber is, as a general rule, neglected by those who call themsebregdeli Many

make no use of it; they go to church, they confess Christ, but they know little of personal
intercourse with God. Many make a little use of it, but in a spirit of haste, and monestiea

of custom, or for the easing of conscience, so that they cannot speak of anilgssing in it.

And, what is more sad, many who know something of its blessedness confess that they know
little about faithful, regular, and happy fellowship with the Father, all theatagomething

which is as necessary as their daily bread.

Oh, what is it, then, that makes the inner chamber so powerless? Is it not the deegssiaful
man, and the aversion of his fallen nature for God, which make the world withats<eip
more attractive than being alone with the heavenly Father?

Is it not that Christians do believe the word of God, where that word declarebelfish’
which is in them, 'is enmity against God', and that they walk too much aftee%hég fio that the
Spirit cannot strengthen them for prayer? Is it not that Christians alloweh&®so be deprived
by Satan of the use of the weapon of prayer, so that they are powerless to overcd@a,Hime
deep sinfulness of man! We have no greater proof of it than this despite that is d@ne to t
unspeakable love which has given us the inner chamber.

And what is still more sad is that even ministers of Christ acknowledge tharitwe they pray

too little. The word tells them that their only power lies in prayer: through thatlwnyhrough
that certainly, they can be clothed with power from on high for their work. Bugnisas

though the power of the world and the flesh has bewitched them. While they devote tite to a
manifest zeal in their work, that which is the most necessary of all is resjlectd there is not

the desire or strength for prayer to obtain the indispensable gift of the Halyt&pmake their



work fruitful. God give us grace to understand in the light of the inner chamber the deep
sinfulness of our nature.

3. The glorious grace of Christ Jesus
Is there, then, no hope of a change? Must it be always thus? Or is there a mean®ofrec
Thank God! There is.

The man through whom God has made known to us the message of the inner chamber is no other
than our Lord Jesus Christ, who saves us from our sins. He is able and willing to delreen us f

this sin, and will deliver. He has not undertaken to redeem us from all our other sing asd lef

to deal with the sin of prayerlessness in our own strength. No, in this also we maydome t

and cry out, 'Lord, if thou wilt thou canst make me clean' (Matt. 8.2). 'Lord, | behielgethou

mine unbefief' (Mark 9.24).

Do you wish to know how you may experience this deliverance? By none other thanlthe wel
known way along which every sinner must come to Christ. Begin by acknowledging, by
confessing before him, in a childlike and simple manner, the sin of neglecting acdatiag

the inner chamber. Bow before him in deep shame and sorrow. Tell him that youraseart
deceived you by the thought that you could pray as you ought. Tell him that through the
weakness of 'the flesh’, and the power of the world, and self-confidence, you haledbestiray
and that you have no strength to do better. Let this be done heartily. You cannot by your
resolution and effort put things right.

Come in your sin and weakness to the inner chamber, and begin to thank God, as you have never
thanked him, that the grace of the Lord Jesus will surely make it possible for g@mwerse

with your Father as a child ought to do. Hand over afresh to the Lord Jesus alhyarnd si

misery, as well as your whole life and will, that he may cleanse and takegsoon of you and

rule over you as his very own.

Even though your heart be cold and dead, persevere in the exercise of faith thas @hrist i
almighty and faithful Saviour. You may be sure that deliverance will come. Expact you
will begin to understand that the inner chamber is the revelation of the glorioasofjthe Lord
Jesus, which makes it possible for one to do what he could not do himself; that is, to hold
fellowship with God, and to experience that the desire and power are received tictah
for walking with God.



Chapter 14

The Cross Spirit in Our Lord
e seek sometimes for the operation of the Spirit) the object of obtaining more
%powm for work, more love in the life, more holisen the heart, more light on
>4 Scripture or on our path. And yet all these gifts anly subordinate to what is the great
purpose of God. The Father has bestowed the $pitite Son, and the Son has given him to us,
with the one great object of revealing and glorifyiChrist Jesus himself in us.

The heavenly Christ must become for us a realdiyarsonality, always with us and in us. Our
life on earth must be every day lived in the unlerolnd holy fellowship of our Lord Jesus in
heaven. This must be the first and the greatest wiothe Holy Spirit in believers, that they
should know and experience Christ as the life eirtlife. God desires that we should become
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inngain, that Christ may dwell in our hearts
through faith, and that so we may be filled witk lmve unto all the fullness of God.

This was the secret of the joy of the first disegIThey had received the Lord Jesus, whom they
feared they had lost, as the heavenly Christ imé@r hearts.

And this was their preparation for Pentecost: tiveye entirely taken up with him. He was
literally their all. Their hearts were empty of eything, so that the Spirit might fill them with
Christ. In the fullness of the Spirit they had poviar a life and service such as the Lord desired.
Is this, now, with us, the great object in our d&siin our prayers, in our experience? '‘Me Lord
teach us to know that the blessing for which weehsw earnestly prayed can be preserved and
increased in no other way than through intimatewehip with Christ in the inner chamber,
every day practised and cultivated.

And yet it has seemed to me that there was ads#@#per secret of Pentecost to be discovered.
The thought came that perhaps our conception dfdhe Jesus in heaven was limited. We think
of him in the splendour, the glory of God's throve also think of the unsearchable love which
moved him to give himself for us. But we forgot toiten that, above all, it is as the crucified
one he was known here on earth; and that, aboyvi¢ igllas the crucified one he has his place on
the throne of God. 'And, lo, in the midst of theotle ... stood a Lamb as it had been slain' (Rev.
5.6).

Yes, it is as the crucified one that he is the cbpé the Father's eternal good pleasure and of the
worship of the entire creation. And it is, therefoof the first importance, that we here on earth
should know and have experience of him as the foeedobne, so that we may make men see
what his disposition and ours is, and what the pasvethat can make them partakers of
salvation.

| feel deeply that, as the cross is Christ's higbksy, and as the Holy Spirit neither has done
nor can do anything greater or more glorious tredid when he 'through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God' (Heb. 9.14);isis evident that the Holy Spirit can do
nothing greater or more glorious for us than teetak up into the fellowship of that cross, and to



work out also in us the same spirit of the cross which was seen in our Lord Jesus. In aeword, th
guestion arose whether this was not the real reason why our prayers for thielpmyezation of

the Holy Spirit could not be answered, because we had sought too little to receiveithe Spi
order that we might know and become like the glorified Christ in the fellowship ofdss. c

Have we not here the deepest secret of Pentecost? The Spirit comes to he frasg, where

he strengthened Christ to offer himself to God. He comes from the Father, who tmoke

with unspeakable good pleasure on the humiliation and obedience and self-sacrifidgstpd€hr
the highest proof of his surrender to him. He comes from Christ, who through the cross was
prepared to receive from the Father the fullness of the Spirit, that he mighitskizh the

world. He comes to reveal Christ to our hearts, as the Lamb slain, in the midst obtige slor

that we on earth may worship him as they do in heaven. He comes, chiefly,- to impart to us the
life of the crucified Christ, so that we may be able to say truly, 'l aoifierdi with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not 1, but Christ liveth in me' (Gal. 2.20).

To understand this secret in any way, we must first meditate on what the mewhialged the
worth of the cross is.

The mind that was in the crucified Christ

The cross must necessarily be viewed from two standpoints. First, the work it trapksived -
the pardon and conquest of sin. This is the first message with which the crossactimes t
sinner. It proclaims to him free and full deliverance from the power of sin.#erdthe second,
the spirit or disposition which was there manifested. We find this expressed ppRihisi 2.8:

'He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross'ddere w
self-abasement to the lowest place which could be found under the burden of our sin and curse;
obedience to the uttermost to all the will of God; self-sacrifice to the de#tk ofoss these

three words reveal to us the holy perfection of his person and work. Therefore God hath so
greatly exalted him. It was the spirit of the cross which made him the objeist Bfther's good
pleasure, of the worship of the angels, of the love and confidence of all theeed&dne self-
abasement of Christ, his obedience to the will of God even to death, his selésarén to the
death of the cross - these made him to be 'the Lamb, as it had been slain, standingist tife m
the throne'.

The spirit of the cross in us

All that Christ was, he was for us and desires to become in us. The spirit of the@sdss
blessedness and glory. It should be this even more for us. He desires to maritesidss in

us and to give us a full share of all that is his. Thus Paul writes the words we hawnso oft
guoted: 'Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus' (Phil. 2.5). Elséwheriges:

'We have the mind of Christ' (1 Cor. 2.16). The fellowship of the cross is not only a holy duty for
us, but an unspeakably blessed privilege, which the Holy Spirit himself will makecoorsliag

to the promise: 'He shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you' (John 16.15); 'Hgaoshgll

me' (John 16.14). The Holy Spirit wrought this disposition in Christ and will also work it in us



Chapter 15

Taking Up the Cross

hen the Lord told his disciples that they must tagehe cross to follow him, they could

%have little understanding of his meaning. He wisteetbuse them to earnest thought

>4 and so prepare them for the time when they shaédhsn carrying his cross. From the
Jordan, where he had presented himself to be ledpdisd reckoned among sinners, onward, he
carried the cross always in his heart. That isaig Be was always conscious that the sentence of
death, because of sin, rested on him, and thatuse lear it to the uttermost. As the disciples
thought on this and wondered what he meant byé,thing only helped them - it was the
thought of a man who was sentenced to death, aneédais cross to the appointed place.

Christ had said at the same time: 'He that losmsthifa for my sake shall find it' (Matt. 10.39).

He taught them that they must hate their own Tifeeir nature was so sinful that nothing less
than death could meet their need; it deserved mgtless than death. So the conviction gradually
dawned upon them that the taking up of the crosmméd am to feel that my life is under
sentence of death, and that under the conscioush#ss sentence | must constantly surrender
my flesh, my sinful nature, to death.' So they wstosvly prepared to see later on that the cross
which Christ had carried was the one power to @elikuly from sin, and that they must first
receive from him the true cross spirit. They mesth from him what self-humiliation in their
weakness and unworthiness was to mean; what trthestoe was which crucified their own will
in all things, in the greatest as well as in tlestewhat the self-denial was which did not seek to
please the flesh or the world. 'Take thy crossfatldw me' (see Matt. 16.24; Mark 8.34; 10.21;
Luke 9.23) - that was the word with which Jesugpared his disciples for the great thought that
his mind and disposition might become theirs, thatcross might in very deed become their
own.

Crucified with Christ

The lesson which the Lord wished his disciplesto from his statement concerning the taking
up of the cross and the losing of their life fintdsexpression in the words of Paul, after Christ
had died on the cross and had been exalted ondmghthe Spirit had been poured out. Paul
says: 'l am crucified with Christ’; 'God forbid tHahould glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified uni, end | unto the world' (Gal. 2.20; 6.14). He
wished every believer to live so as to prove tleatas crucified with Christ. He wished us to
understand that the Christ who comes to dwell mha&arts is the crucified Christ, who will
himself, through his life, impart to us the truenchiof the cross. He tells us that ‘our old man is
crucified with him' (Rom. 6.6). Yea, more, thae¥that are Christ's have crucified the flesh’
(Gal. 5.24). When they received by faith the credfChrist, they gave over the flesh to the
death sentence which was executed to the full dva@a Paul says ‘we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death' (Rom. @By that therefore we must reckon that we are
dead to sin in Christ Jesus.

These words of the Holy Spirit, through Paul, teastthat we must abide constantly in the
fellowship of the cross, in fellowship with the criied and living Lord Jesus. It is the soul that
lives ever under the cover and shelter and deliner®f the cross that alone can expect
constantly to glory in Christ Jesus and in his mlgjchearness.



The fellowship of the cross

There are many who place their hope for salvation in the redemption of the bmeasdaerstand
little about the fellowship of the cross. They rely on what the cross has purchagezhi, on
forgiveness of sin and peace with God; but they can often live for a length of tinoeitvi
fellowship with the Lord himself. They do not know what it means to strive evergfteyheart
communion with the crucified Lord as he is seen in heaven -'A Lamb in the midst of thé throne
Oh, that this vision might exercise its spiritual power upon us, that we mightegplyience

every day that as truly as the Lamb is seen there on the throne, so we may pavwettend
experience of his presence here!

Is it possible? Without doubt it is. Why did that great miracle happen, and veihev&loly
Spirit given from heaven, if it were not to make the glorified Jesus -'the Liamdhirsg, as slain,
in the midst of the throne'- present with us here in our earthly surroundings? Let usantiea
make this more plain in our further meditations.



Chapter 16

The Holy Spirit and the Cross

J 72y he Holy Spirit ever leads us to the cross. It was/gh Christ. The Spirit taught him
& %and enabled him to offer himself without spot todGo
2

S

I‘E was so with the disciples. The Spirit, with whaney were filled, led them to preach Christ as
the crucified one. Late on he led them to glorthia fellowship of the cross when they were
deemed worthy to suffer for Christ's sake.

And the cross directed them again to the SpiriteW@hrist had borne the cross, he received the
Spirit from the Father, that he might be poured Ben the three thousand bowed before the
crucified one, they received the promise of theyt&pirit. When the disciples rejoiced in their
experience of the fellowship of the cross, theynesd the Holy Spirit afresh. The union

between the Spirit and the cross is indissolubley belong inseparably to one another. We see
this especially in the epistles of Paul. '‘Jesuss€hath been evidently set forth, crucified among
you... Received ye the Spirit by the works of te,lor by the hearing of faith?' (Gal. 3.1, 2).

'‘Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the latlvat we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith' (Gal. 3.13, 14). 'God sentlfichis Son ... To redeem them that were under
the law ... and ... hath sent forth the Spirit isf$on into your hearts' (Gal. 4.4-6). 'And thegtth
are Christ's have crucified the flesh ... . If we lin the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spi(Eal.
5.24, 25). 'Ye also are become dead to the lavhéypody of Christ ... that we should serve in
newness of spirit' (Rom. 7.4-6). 'For the law & 8pirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death. For ... Godandemned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in wdo walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit'
(Rom. 8.24).

In everything and always the Spirit and the crossrseparable. Yes, even in heaven. The
Lamb, as it had been slain, standing in the mitigiethrone had 'seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the egif®@v. 5.6). Again: 'He shewed me a pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal [Is this other ttiaa Holy Spirit?] proceeding out of the throne of
God and of the Lamb' (Rev. 22. 1). When Moses sith@eock, the water streamed out and
Israel drank. When the Rock Christ was actuallyttemiand he had taken his place as the slain
Lamb on the throne of God, there flowed out fromdenthe throne the fullness of the Holy

Spirit for the whole world.

How foolish it is to pray for the fullness of thei8t if we have not first placed ourselves under
the full power of the cross! Just think of the dnumdred and twenty disciples. The crucifixion of
Christ had touched, broken, and taken possessithrewfentire hearts. They could speak or think
of nothing else, and when the crucified one hadwshihem his hands and his feet, he said unto
them: 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost' (John 20.22). smalso, with their hearts full of the

crucified Christ, now received up into heaven, thaye prepared to be filled with the Spirit.
They dared to proclaim to the people: 'Repent ati@\e in the crucified one'; and they also
received the Holy Spirit.



Christ gave himself up entirely to the cross. 'The disciples also did the Baeneross demands
this also from us; it would have our entire life. To comply with this demand requireagttbs
than a powerful act of the will, for which we are unfit, and a powerful act of God of which h
may be assured who casts himself, in helplessness, but unreservedly on God.

The Spirit and the Cross
Why are there not more men and women who can witness, in the joy of their heattse t
Spirit of God has taken possession of them and given them new power to witness forthim? Ye
more urgently arises the heartsearching question to which an answer mustbevbat is it
that hinders? The Father in heaven is more willing than an earthly father targgaceto his
child, and yet the cry arises: 'Is the Spirit straitened? Is this his?vor

Many will acknowledge that the hindrance undoubtedly lies in the fact that thehGiuoo

much under the sway of the flesh and the world. They understand too little of the heagpierc
power of the cross of Christ. So it comes to pass that the Spirit has not the wssetsch he
can pour his fullness.

Many complain that the subject is too high or too deep for them. This is a proof of hewdittl
have appropriated and brought into practice the teaching of Paul and Christ about the cross
bring you a message of joy. The Spirit who is in you, in however limited a memsprepared

to take you under his teaching, to lead you to the cross, and by his heavenly instoutiae t
you now something of what the crucified Christ wills to do for you and in you.

But then he wants you to take time, so that he may reveal the heavenly mystgoiesHe
wants to make you see how the neglect of the inner chamber has hindered fellatisGiprist,
the knowledge of the cross, and the powerful operations of the Spirit. He will maevhgt is
meant by the denial of self, the taking up of your cross, the losing of your life, analifhgj!
him.

In spite of all that you have felt of your ignorance, and lack of spiritual insightedlowship
with the cross, he is able and willing to take you under his teaching and to make known to y
the secret of the spiritual life above all your expectations.

Begin at the beginning. Be faithful in the inner chamber. Thank him that you can reckon on him
to meet you there. Although everything appears cold, and dark, and strained, bow in silence
before the loving Lord Jesus, who so longs after you. Thank the Father that he hasgithen y
Spirit. And be assured that all you do not yet know, and still must know - about 'theaftesh’
'the world', and the cross - the Spirit of Christ, who is in you, will surely makerktmwou. 0
soul, only believe that this blessing is for you! Christ belongs entirely to yownigs to obtain
full possession of you. He can and will possess you through the Holy Spirit. But faintleiss
necessary. Oh, give him time in the inner chamber every day. You can rest dsstunedntill

fulfil his promise in you. 'He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he itosdkiat |
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and 1 will love him, and will manifest
myself to him' (John 14.21).

Persevere, in addition to all that you ask for yourself, in prayer for your gaigne, your



church, your minister; for all believers; for the whole Church of God, that Godtreagthen
them with power through his Spirit, so that Christ may dwell in their hear@ithy Blessed
time when the answer comes! Continue in prayer. The Spirit will reveal ariky rist and
his love, Christ and his cross 'as the Lamb slain standing in the midst of the throne'.

The Cross and the Flesh

These two are deadly enemies. The cross desires to condemn and put to death.'thedlesh
flesh' desires to cast aside and conquer the cross. Many, as they hearaxslas the
indispensable preparation for the fullness of the Holy Spirit, will find out what thén them

which must yet be crucified. We must understand that our entire nature is sdritedeath and
must become dead by the cross, so that the new life in Christ may come to rule in usstWe m
obtain such an insight into the fallen condition of our nature and its enmity against God that w
become willing, nay desirous, to be wholly freed from it.

We must learn to say with Paul: 'In me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thamy: (R

7.18). 'The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of Godr neithe
indeed can be' (Rom. 8.7). It is its very essence to hate God and his holy law. Thigosdbe

of redemption, that Christ has borne on the cross the judgment and curse of God on 'the flesh’,
and has forever nailed it to the cursed tree. If a man only believes God's worchab'cutsed

mind of the flesh', and then longs to be delivered from it, he learns to love the crass as hi
deliverer from the power of the enemy.

'Our old man is crucified' with Christ, and our one hope is to receive this by faitb holitit
fast. 'They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh' (Gal. 5.24). Thewlilérgly declared that
they will daily regard 'the flesh' which is in them as the enemy of God, the exiegdhyist, the
enemy of their soul's salvation, and will treat it as having received its déseward in being
nailed to the cross.

This is one part of the eternal redemption which Christ has brought to us. It is not agmethi
which we can grasp with our understanding or accomplish with our strength. Itathgagn
which the Lord Jesus himself will give us if we are willing to abide in hisviedhip day by day,
and to receive everything from him. It is something which the Holy Spirit@alth us, and he
will impart it to us as an experience, and will show how he can give victory in the pbthe
cross over all that is of the flesh.

The Cross and the World

What the flesh is in the smallest circle of my own person, that the world is irrgle ¢acle of
mankind. 'The flesh' and 'the world" are two manifestations of the same 'goslwbthd who is
served by both. When the cross deals with 'the flesh' as accursed, we at once wisabthe
nature and power of the world are. "They ... hated both me and my Father' (John 15.24). The
proof of this was that they crucified Christ. But Christ obtained the victory ondks and freed
us from the power of 'the world'. And now we can say: 'God forbid that 1 should glagynsav
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and | untrltie w
(Gal. 4.14).

The cross was to Paul every day a holy reality, both in what he had to suffer froorlthand
in the victory which the cross constantly gave. John also writes: 'The whole wibrlch lie



wickedness' (1 John 5.19). 'Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus
is the Son of God? This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ ... And it is the
Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth' (1 John 5.5, 6). Againsi tredv

powers of the god of this world, God has given us two great powers from heaven, nagnely, t

cross and the Spirit. greatest victory with his hands and feet nailed to the ceoslsidé/in the
shadow of the



Chapter 17

A Testimony & An Epilogue

A Testimony
n the following quotations from Starlight, by Ge8tnberg, the great truth about the cross is
expressed in simple and powerful words. Let thgtda on 'The Fellowship of the Cross' and
"The Holy Spirit and the Cross' especially be read.

Our Head Christ took the lowest place on the craisd,so He has marked out for us His
members the lowest place. The brightness of Gadol'g (Heb. 1.3) became the rejected of men
(Isa. 53.3). Since that time the only right we hevi® be the last and the lowest. When we claim
anything more we have not yet rightly understoadioss.

We seek for a higher life; we shall find it if wils deeper into the cross fellowship with our
Lord. God has given the crucified One the highéste(Rev. 5). Shall we not do the same? We
do this when from hour to hour we act as those areacrucified with him (Gal. 2.19, 20). Thus
we honor the crucified Lord.

We long for full victory. We find this as we moralliy enter into the fellowship of His cross.

The Lamb obtained His Almighty only so long as vee&la under the shadow of the cross. The
cross must be our home. There alone are we steelfe first understand our own cross when
we have understood his. And we desire to get ssedlo it that we not only view it but touch it,
yes, still more that we take up the cross, and Bedomes as someone has said, an inner cross.
Then the cross asserts itself in us, and we experiklis power which especially manifests itself
in this, that we do not faint under it but carrwith joy.

What would Jesus be without His cross? His piefeetlhave bruised the head of the enemy,
and His pierced hands have despoiled him utterigt{M 2.29). What are we without the cross?
Do not let the cross go, but hold it fast. Do wiaktthat we can go by another road than that He
trod? Many can make no progress because they etitiake up the cross.

Epilogue

which knowledge has brought. There is something elsich is of great importance. 1 must
surrender myself to the truth so that | shall aeye with an undivided will, immediately to
perform all that 1 shall learn to be God's will.

In a book such as this, dealing with the life cdiymr and hidden fellowship with God, it is



indispensable that we should be prepared to receive and obey all that we see to begaocordi
the word and will of God. Where this disposition is lacking, knowledge only serves taimeake
heart less capable of receiving fuller life. Satan endeavours to become oh#steChristian's

inner chamber because he knows that if there has been unfaithfulness in prasimtloay

will bring but little loss to his kingdom. Spiritual power to lead the unsaved to the Lodl, or t
build up the children of God, will not be experienced under it. Persevering prayer, throagh whi
alone this power comes, has been lacking.

The great living question has been before many: shall we really set ourseliasdtick again

the weapon of believing prayer which Satan has, in a measure, taken away fiahusSet

before ourselves the serious importance of this conflict. As far as eackemmisoncerned,
everything depends on whether or not he is a man of prayer-one who in the inner chamber must
be clothed each day with power from on high. We, in common with the church throughout the
whole world, have to complain that prayer has not the place in our service of God thht tboug
have, according to the will and promise of God and according to the need of minister and
congregation and church.

The public consecration which many a believer has been led to make of himeafeatioces is

not an easy thing. And even when the step is taken, old custom, and the power of the flesh, will
tend to bring it to naught. The power of faith is not yet vigorous. It will cog stnid sacrifice to
conquer the devil in the name of Christ. Our churches are the battlefield wheren8bbring

forth all his power to prevent us from becoming men of prayer, powerful in the Lord to obtai

the victory in heaven and on earth. How much depends on this for ourselves, for our
congregations, and for the kingdom!

Do not be surprised if | say that it is with fear and trembling, and not without mugdr pitzat |
have written what 1 trust will help to encourage the brethren in the conflewith a feeling of
deep unworthiness that 1 venture to offer myself as a guide to the inner chambeisec
way to holiness and to fellowship with God.

Do not wonder that | have asked the Lord that he would give this book a place in some inner
chambers, and that he may assist the reader, so that, as he sees whatl@pdiie may
immediately give himself up to the doing of it. In war, everything depends on @dar eing
obedient to the word of command, even though it costs him his life. In our strife withvata
shall not conquer unless each one of us holds himself ready even in the readingropthis si
book, to say from the heart: 'What God says | will do; and if | see that anyhaegarding to

his will, I will immediately receive it and act upon it.'

Do not wonder that | have written this testimony to remind the brethren thatrengrgepends

on the spirit of surrender to immediate obedience, in which we read all that &sarding to

the word of God. God grant that, in his great grace, this book may prove a bond of fellowship by
which we may think of and help one another, and strengthen each other for the confliggin pra
by which the enemy may be overcome and the life of God may be gloriously revealed!



Andrew Murray as an author.

o> children. Nothing can have impressed this youngsteénon his journeys among the

\; voortrekkers as deeply as the large numbers ofiisfaresented for baptism. The Boers
are a healthy and prolific race. Families of a elo@emore are common, and mothers are
occasionally met with who have borne twenty or tiyedour children. The task of Christian
mothers, upon whom devolves the duty of inculcativefirst principles of morality and

teaching the simplest truths of religion, is asdlyr@o easy one. Mr Murray's first book was
designed to assist the mothers of his flock inpgdormance of this duty by providing a Life of
Christ in language adapted to the comprehensioineothild. It appeared in 1858 as an
illustrated quarto volume under the title Jezu&Kuohelervriend.

A’\ndrew Murray's first published books dealt with thigent question of the training of

His methods of work during the latter years ofliesare thus described by his daughter: 'He sits
up very straight in his study chair, and dictatea ioud, clear voice, as though he were actually
addressing his audience. His hours of work arellysintam 9 or 10 till 11 in the forenoon,

during which time two or three chapters of a boak@mpleted. He is very particular about
punctuation, and always says: "New paragraph,"tpmmwith long, slender finger to the exact
spot on the paper where the new line must comméfudistop,” "comma,” “"colon,” "semi-

colon," as the sense may require. Should his segrperpetrate some mistake or other in
spelling, he would make some playful remark likéoti will have to go back to the

kindergarten, you know." At 11 o'clock he would s&yow give me ten minutes' rest; or no, let
us write some letters for a change.”

Then half a dozen letters would be quickly dictatedeply to requests for prayer for healing,
for the conversion of unconverted relations, fa& deliverance of friends addicted to drink, or, it
might be, business letters.

He always dictated in a tone of great earnestegbyas specially anxious to get a great deal
into a page. "Write closer, closer," he often répéaWWhen near the end of the foolscap page, he
said: "Now the last four lines for a prayer"”; ahér he would fold his hands, close his eyes, and
actually pray the prayer which ended the writterdita¢ion.

To a greater extent than almost any other religwiiter of our age Mr Murray possessed the
insight and the authority of one of the prophetslden time. At critical moments in the history
of the church he never failed to raise his voicg tandirect attention to the real issues. Those
who are intimate with his career in South Africdl\agree that there was no man who could rise
to a great occasion like Andrew Murray. He possiéise gift of speaking, at the right season,
the right and just word, of opening up the largemwand kindling the nobler emotions. This gift
he exercised in his writings also.

Of the blessing which Mr Murray's writings have bgbt to the thousands, the tens of thousands,
and the hundreds of thousands who have purchasegresumably read them, it is impossible to
speak. Scores of letters have been preserved,dooraspondents all over the world, expressing
the deep gratitude of the writers for spiritual &&nderived from the study of Mr Murray's



volumes. The author of these lines has personally examined some one hundred and fifty such
letters, and their perusal has produced an overwhelming impression of the blesstg mi

which Andrew Murray exercised by the use of his fertile and tireless pen. Unkncsamp@n

every quarter of the globe hail him as their spiritual father, and ascrétewen growth their
Christian life has undergone to the influence of his priceless devotional works.|'@Weto

you eternity alone will reveal,’ is the language of a lady in New South3jVahd her testimony

can be paralleled by that of correspondents from the United States and CanatBritaie and

the Continent, Holland and South Africa, India, China and Australasia.



