LessoN 34 CHURCH HISTORY: BEGINNINGS OF THE CHurcH (AD 33-312]

PART |: THE LENS OF HISTORY
1. DEFINING HISTORY

o HisTORY INVOLVES FACTS AND INTERPRETATION
o (UOTES REMIND US HISTORY IS OFTEN SHAPED BY PERSPECTIVE
o (GOAL: AVDID EXTREMES
o LYNICISM— ONLY SEEING FAILURES
HAGIOGRAPHY — OVER-GLORIFYING HEROES
o  SECTARIANISM— TRIBAL, BIRSED NARRATIVES

2. PURPOSE OF STUDYING CHURCH HISTORY

e THE CHURCH IS A WOVEN FABRIC:
o WARP [VERTICAL): UNCHANGING TRUTHS
o WOOF [HORIZONTAL): LIVED EXPERIENCE
o WHY IT MATTERS:
o RPPLY THE PAST TO THE PRESENT
o REMEMBER REAL PEOPLE IN REAL SITURTIONS
o STRY CONNECTED TO OUR SPIRITUAL ROOTS

3. BiBLicAL LENS

o GREAT COMMISSION — MATTHEW 28:18—20
o EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT — AcTS 1.8
o THE CHURCH RS A FRAGILE BUT FAITHFUL MOVEMENT, NOT AN EMPIRE

PART Il: THE PARTING OF THE WAYS [CHRISTIANITY § JUDRISM)
4. EARLY RELATIONSHIP WITH JUDRISM

o JUDRISM PROTECTED UNDER ROMAN LAW (#£L/6/0 LiCITA)
o EARLY CHRISTIANS INITIALLY SHELTERED UNDER THIS PROTECTION
o THEOLDGICAL CONTINUITY:

o SAME Gop, LAW, REVELATION, SALVATION

5. THE BRERKING POINT

o Jupnizers & THE CounciL oF JERuSALEM [AcTs 15)
KEY QUESTION: MUST LHRISTIANS BECOME JEWISH?
PERSECUTION § MARTYRDOM:
o  STEPHEN, JAMES, JAMES THE JuST
JEwiSH WAR (AD 66-73) AND DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM
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e CHRISTIANITY LOSES JEWISH PROTECTION — CULTURAL LIMBO
PART Ill: BUILDING THE FORTRESS OF TRUTH [DEFINING ORTHODDXY)
6. THE NEED FOR DEFINITION

o GROWTH REQUIRED CLARITY ABOUT WHAT CHRISTIANITY 1S NOT
e THREATS FROM WITHIN THE CHURCH

1. MRJOR EARLY HERESIES

e MARCIONISM — REJECTED OLD TESTAMENT
o [GNOSTICISM — SALVATION THROUGH SECRET KNOWLEDGE
o [EBIONISM — DENIED CHRIST'S DIVINITY
e CHURCH RESPONSE:
o RFFIRMED SCRIPTURE, INCARNRTION, TRINITY
o ERRLY THEOLOGIANS DEFENDED APOSTOLIC TRUTH

8. FORMATION OF TRADITION

o  CHRIST AS CORNERSTONE (1 PETER 2:4-5)

o RPOSTOLIC AUTHORITY & EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY

o EARLY CANON FORMATION

o CREEDS & CATECHUMENRATE (DISCIPLESHIP BEFORE BAPTISM)

PART IV: IN But Not OF (THE RomAN CONFLICT)
9. CHRISTIANITY AND ROME

o FIRST WAY: ROMAN STATE RELIGION
o  SECOND WAY: JUDRISM [DISTINCT, TOLERATED)
o THIRD WRY: CHRISTIANITY (INDISTINGUISHABLE YET DIFFERENT)

10. OpposITION & APOLOGETICS

e PHILOSOPHICAL CRITICS ATTACKED CHRISTIAN BELIEFS
o APOLOGETICS EMERGED AS A DEFENSE OF TRUTH

11. PERSECUTION § MARTYRDOM

o WRAVES OF PERSECUTION UNDER ROMAN EMPERORS
o THE GReAT PersecuTion (AD 303-313)
o MARTYRS:
o PoLycArp
o PERPETUR
e “THE BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS IS THE SEED OF THE CHURCH"
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PART V: THE PivoT & GROWTH
12. CONSTANTINE & LEGAL FREEDOM

o BATTLE OF MiLvVIAN BRiDGE (AD 312)
o Epict oF MiLaN (AD 313)
o CHRISTIANITY LEGALIZED, NOT IMPOSED

13. WHY THE CHURCH GREW

e  [EXPLOSIVE NUMERICAL GROWTH
o RADICAL CHARITY:
o CARING FOR THE SICK
o RESCUING RBANDONED CHILDREN
o DEFENDING THE VULNERABLE
o CoNDUCT WORTHY OF THE GOSPEL [PHILIPPIANS 1:27)

CoNCLUSION: THE FRBRIC OF THE CHURCH
WARP (UNCHANGING)

o CENTRALITY OF JESUS
e SCRIPTURE § APOSTOLIC TERCHING
o CREEDS, CATECHESIS, APOLOGETICS

Woor (Livep Our)

o FRITHFUL LIVES
o COURAGE UNDER PERSECUTION
o LOVE IN HOSTILE CULTURES

RerLECTION QuesTions (For Discussion)

ARE CHRISTIANS TODAY VISIBLY DIFFERENT IN ETHICS, NOT JUST SYMBOLS?
ARE WE PRIORITIZING DISCIPLESHIP DEPTH OVER SPEED?

WHRT HAPPENS IF WE DISCONNECT THE OLD TESTAMENT FROM THE GOSPEL?
CAN MARGINALIZATION STRENGTHEN CHRISTIAN WITNESS?

WHAT KIND OF CHARITY CAN OA/Y THE CHURCH PROVIDE TODAY?
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