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Lesson 37 CHURCH HISTORY: The Modern Church (AD 1590–Present) 

Entering the Modern World 

The Church moves from Christendom → Post-Christendom 

Key Shifts 

Reason & Enlightenment – science, logic, individual rights 

Globalization – travel, communication, shrinking world 

Individualism – personal freedom emphasized 

Secularism – faith separated from society 

Pluralism – many beliefs, little agreement 

The Rise of Evangelical Christianity 

True faith = personal conversion + transformed life 

Key Movements 

Puritanism – conversion as a life process 

Pietism – holy living and personal devotion 

Moravian Movement – missions and global Gospel 

The Converted Life 

First Great Awakening - Led by Jonathan Edwards 

Emphasized: 
Conviction of sin 
Deep heart change (“holy affections”) 
Experiencing God’s grace personally 
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Methodism - Led by John Wesley 

Key ideas: 
All need salvation 
All can be saved 
Assurance of salvation 
Growth in holiness 

Revival & Expansion 

Second Great Awakening 

Frontier revivals & camp meetings 

Emphasized personal decision for Christ 

Led to growth of Methodist & Baptist churches 

 

Holiness Movement 

Called believers to deeper surrender and holy living 

Emphasized Spirit-empowered life 

 

Pentecostalism 

Azusa Street Revival (1906) 

Emphasis on: 

Holy Spirit power 

Spiritual gifts 

Multi-ethnic unity 
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Faith Impacting the World 

Personal Awakening (changed hearts) 

Moral Conviction (seeing injustice) 

Social Action (changing society) 

 

Movements Influenced by Christians 

Abolition of slavery 

Civil Rights 

Education & labor reform 

Temperance & women’s rights 

 

Key Takeaway 
The Modern Church shows that: 

When hearts are truly changed by the Gospel, lives change—and when lives change, 
societies change. 

 
Reflection Questions 

How does personal conversion shape everyday life? 

Where do you see modern culture pulling away from God? 

How can the Church remain faithful in a secular world? 

What role should Christians play in shaping society? 




