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Lesson 32: PLANNING  
Following God’s Call with Wisdom, Faith, and Surrender 

“Commit your works to the LORD, 
And your thoughts will be established.” 
Proverbs 16:3  

WHY TALK ABOUT PLANNING?  Planning	is a discipleship issue. 

Planning answers questions like: 

• What am I doing with my life?
• How am I stewarding my time?
• Am I being intentional or just reacting?

Faithfulness involves ______________. 

TWO DANGERS IN PLANNING 

1 Planning	everything	and asking God to bless	our	blueprint 
2 Planning	nothing	and calling laziness “being led by the Spirit” 

Biblical planning is better: 

We seek God ____________, then move forward ____________, with open hands. 

1. ALL TRUE PLANNING FLOWS OUT OF RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Before God moves through people, 
He meets with people. 

Jesus said:  “I do nothing of Myself…” (John 8:28) 

Ministry is _____________. 
If the well runs dry, the ____________ runs dry. 

Key Truth: 
Prayer shapes the ____________. 
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2. THE BIBLE AFFIRMS WISE PLANNING 

“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty.” 
Proverbs 21:5 

“Which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost…?” 
Luke 14:28 

Faith does not cancel planning. 
Faith keeps planning ____________. 
 

3. NEHEMIAH: A MODEL OF GODLY PLANNING 

Nehemiah responded with: 

•  
•  
•  

Nehemiah prayed before he acted — and when the moment came, he was ____________. 

“According to the good hand of my God upon me.” 
Nehemiah 2:8 

He trusted the ____________, not the plan. 

 

4. GODLY PLANNING IS STEWARDSHIP, NOT CONTROL 

“A man’s heart plans his way, 
But the LORD directs his steps.” 
Proverbs 16:9 

We plan. 
God ____________. 

Planning must remain ____________ and surrendered. 
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5. GODLY GOALS - WHAT ARE WE AIMING AT? 

Paul said: 

“I press toward the ____________…” (Philippians 3:14) 

Our goals are not: 

• success 
• numbers 
• recognition 

Our goals are: 

• ____________ disciples (Matthew 28:19–20) 
• Growing in ____________ (1 Peter 1:15–16) 
• Loving others ____________ (John 13:34–35) 
• Proclaiming Christ ____________ (2 Timothy 4:2) 

God cares more about who we ____________ than what we accomplish. 
 

6. PRACTICAL STEPS FOR GODLY PLANNING 

STEP 1 — Seek ____________ First - Psalm 37:5 

STEP 2 — Discern the ____________ - Proverbs 11:14 

STEP 3 — Define the ____________ - Habakkuk 2:2 

STEP 4 — Count the ____________ - Luke 14:28 

STEP 5 — Set ____________, God-honoring goals 

STEP 6 — Expect ____________ 

Nehemiah | Ephesians 6:12 

STEP 7 — Move forward and keep ____________ 
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BIBLE STUDY FOCUS: PROVERBS 16:1–9 

Key Theme: 
Planning is ____________ when surrendered to God. 

Key Truths from Proverbs 16: 

• We prepare, but God determines ____________. 
• God weighs the ____________, not just the plan. 
• Surrender brings ____________. 
• Pride ruins plans; ____________ invites God. 
• Righteousness matters more than ____________. 

“Commit your works to the LORD…” (Proverbs 16:3) 

PERSONAL HEART CHECK 

Ask yourself: 
1 Am I depending on the Spirit or ____________? 
2 Is my identity tied to ____________ or obedience? 
3 Am I open to ____________ and correction? 
4 Am I willing for God to ____________ my plans? 
5 Is Jesus the ____________ or just the mascot? 

KEY TAKEAWAY 

Wise planning is not cold strategy. 

Wise planning is: 

Worship shaped into calendars, priorities, decisions, and obedience. 

MEMORY VERSE 

“Commit your works to the LORD, 
And your thoughts will be established.” 
Proverbs 16:3 




