LesSoN 35 CHURCH HISTORY: THE IMPERIAL CHURCH (AD 312-1291)

DocTRINE & EMPIRE

o CHRISTIANITY LEGALIZED AND LATER ESTABLISHED BY THE ROMAN STATE

o KEY COUNCILS RERFFIRMED CORE TRUTHS [NOT INNOVATIONS):
o Councit of Nicaen (325) — DETY oF CHRIST
o Epict oF THESSALONICA (380) — CHRISTIANITY BECOMES OFFICIAL RELIGION
o CounciL of CHALCEDON (451) — CHRIST FuLLy Gop & FuLLy Man

o PRIMARY Focus: NATURE AND DEITY OF CHRIST

CULTURAL SHIFT

e CHRISTIANITY BECAME POPULAR AND URBAN
e MANY JOINED FOR SOCIAL OR POLITICAL BENEFIT
o INCRERSING STATE INFLUENCE OVER CHURCH HIERARCHY

“PEOPLF BECAME CHRISTIAN BY ASSOCIATION RATHER THAN CONVICTION, ”— SITTSER
[I. MONRSTICISM — THE SPIRITURL BACKBONE
THE DESERT FATHERS (2505—4605)

o RADICAL ALTERNATIVE TO CULTURAL CHRISTIANITY

o MODELED AFTER BIBLICAL WILDERNESS ENCOUNTERS (M0SES, ELIJAH, JOHN, JESUS)
o CENTERS: SCETIS [EGYPT), NITRIR, THE CELLS

o LEp BY ABBAS AND AMMAS [MENTORS)

CoRe DISCIPLINES

o ASCESIS — SIMPLICITY § DETACHMENT [MATT 8:20)
o APATHEIA — STILLNESS OF THOUGHT [RoMm 12:3)
o GoAL: AGAPE (CHRISTLIKE LOVE)

BENEDICTINE STRBILITY

o BENEDICT OF NURSIA
o FouNDED MONTE CRSSIND
o RuLE oF 5T. BENEDICT
o OBEDIENCE
o  STABILITY
o LIFE TOGETHER
o DBALANCED PRAYER, WORK, STUDY, AND REST
o  MONRSTERIES PRESERVED CULTURE, LEARNING, AND FAITH AFTER ROME'S FALL

School Of Ministry — ComeToFreedom.com 89



[Il. SCHOLASTICISM — FRITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING
PurPOSE

o FRITH AND RERSON RARE COMPATIBLE
o ORGANIZED CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY USING LOGIC AND PHILOSOPHY

KEy FIGURES
e  BOETHIUS — PRESERVED GREEK LDGIC
o ISIDORE OF SEVILLE — SYSTEMATIZED KNOWLEDGE
o ANSELM OF CANTERBURY
o “WE BELIEVE IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND. "
o EXPLAINED WHY DOCTRINES MUST BE TRUE
IV. PILGRIMAGE — FAITH MADE TANGIBLE

PurPOSE

o ANCHORED SCRIPTURE IN REAL PLACES
o CONNECTED SCATTERED CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

NOTABLE PILGRIMS
o HELENA [326]) — CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE
o [EGERIA
o SCRIPTURE RERD AT EVERY SITE
o PRAYER BEFORE DEPRARTURE
o MODELED EMBODIED DEVOTION
SoNGS OF ASCENTS (Ps 120—134)
o UNIFIED BELIEVERS ACROSS CLASS, CULTURE, AND LANGUAGE
V. MENDICANT ORDERS — GOSPEL IN THE STREETS

THE PROBLEM

o  WEALTHY, ISOLATED MONRSTERIES
o GROWING CITIES NEGLECTED SPIRITURLLY

THE SOLUTION

o MOBILE, URBAN MINISTRY
o RADICAL POVERTY & PREACHING
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Key ORDERS
o FRANCIS OF ASSISI
o RADICAL POVERTY TO CALL THE CHURCH BACK TO CHRIST
o DomiNic oE GuzmAN
o PREACHING + THEOLOGY TO COMBAT HERESY
VI. Big PicTURE — THE FRBRIC OF CHRISTENDOM
VERTICAL THREADS [STRUCTURES)
o  MONASTICISM — STRBILITY § LEARNING
e SCHOLASTICISM — RERSONED FAITH
e  PILGRIMAGE — SCRIPTURAL RODTEDNESS
o  MENDICANTISM — GOSPEL LIVED AMONG THE POOR
HoRriZONTAL THREADS [LIVED FAITH)

o LOVE, SACRIFICE, ENDURANCE
o  FRITHFULNESS IN CULTURAL CHANGE

KEy TAKEAWRY

THE IMPERIAL CHURCH WRESTLED WITH HOW TO MAKE DISCIPLES IN A WORLD WHERE CHRISTIANITY WAS ASSUMED.

ITS ANSWER UNFOLDED THROUGH DISCIPLINE, RERSON, PRESENCE, AND SACRIFICE—ALWRYS RETURNING TO CHRIST AS THE CENTER.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

WHERE 1S OUR “WILDERNESS” TODRY FOR DEEPER DEVOTION?

How CAN THE LOCAL CHURCH FUNCTION RS R STRBILIZING OUTPOST?
How DO WE ENGAGE RERSON TO EXPLRIN THE GOSPEL CLEARLY?
How DO WE ANCHOR SCRIPTURE IN DRILY, PHYSICAL LIFE?
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WHRT SACRIFICES ARE NEEDED TO RERCH TODAY'S FORGOTTEN PLACES?
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