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Lesson 39: Rapture 

The Blessed Hope - The Imminent Return of Christ and the Rapture of the Church 

What would change in my life if I truly believed Jesus could return at any moment? 

The Purpose of Prophecy 

Biblical prophecy is not given primarily for speculation, but for sanctification. 

Titus 2:13 “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ” 

Prophecy should: 

• Produce holiness
• Awaken urgency
• Strengthen hope
• Motivate evangelism
• Comfort suffering believers

1 John 3:2–3 

Romans 13:11–14 

2 Peter 3:11–14 

A.W. Tozer “Theological truth is useless until it is obeyed. The purpose behind all doctrine is to 
secure moral action.” 

The Promise of Christ’s Return 

John 14:1–3 Jesus promised He would come again and receive His people to Himself. 

Acts 1:11 “This same Jesus… will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

Hebrews 9:28 “…to those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time…” 
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Important Distinction: 

• Christ coming for His saints (1 Thess. 4) 
• Christ coming with His saints (Rev. 19) 

Additional Cross References: 

• Philippians 3:20–21 
• Colossians 3:4 
• James 5:7–8 

The Rapture of the Church 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

Key Phrase: “caught up” = harpazo (Greek) 

Meaning: to seize, snatch away suddenly 

Latin translation: rapturo → where we get the word “rapture” 

Sequence in 1 Thessalonians 4: 

• The Lord descends 
• The trumpet sounds 
• Dead believers rise 
• Living believers are transformed 
• The Church is caught up 
• Believers are forever with the Lord 

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed…” 

Additional Insight: 

The rapture is described as: 

• Sudden 
• Comforting 
• Hope-filled 
• Motivating toward readiness 
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John Chrysostom (Early Church Father, 4th century) 
“When He shall come from heaven, the dead shall rise, and those who are worthy shall be 
caught up in the clouds to meet Him.” 

QEphraem the Syrian (often cited in rapture discussions) 
“For all the saints and elect of God are gathered, prior to the tribulation that is to come…” 

The Imminent Return of Christ 

The early church lived expecting Christ’s return at any moment. 

Maranatha = “Our Lord comes!” 

Key Scriptures: 

• Matthew 24:42–44 
• Philippians 4:5 
• James 5:8 
• Revelation 22:20 

The doctrine of imminence does not mean: 

• setting dates 
• obsession with headlines 
• fear-driven Christianity 

It means: 

• readiness 
• watchfulness 
• faithful obedience 

Charles Spurgeon - “Oh, if we were always living with the expectation of Christ’s appearing, 
how holy, how separate from the world we should be.” 

The Church and Tribulation 
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• 1 Thessalonians 1:10 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:9 
• Revelation 3:10 

Faithful believers hold different views: 

• Pre-tribulation 
• Mid-tribulation 
• Post-tribulation 
• Amillennial perspectives 

Areas Christians agree on: 

• Jesus is returning physically 
• Christ will judge evil 
• Believers will be resurrected 
• God wins history 

Why This Doctrine Matters 

The return of Christ should: 

• Comfort grieving believers 
• Produce endurance 
• Stir evangelism 
• Loosen our grip on the world 
• Increase worship 

1 Thessalonians 4:18 “Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

Hebrews 10:24–25 “…and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

If Jesus returned tonight: 

• Is there anything I need to surrender? 
• Is there someone I need to forgive? 
• Is there someone I need to share the gospel with? 
• Am I living expectantly or comfortably? 

 
Revelation 22:20 “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 




