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Lesson 4 Inductive Bible Study – Part 2 Interpretation 
 
Who’s discipling you?                                   Who are you discipling? 
Paul                                                            Timothy 

If you _______ in My ______, you are My _________ indeed. – John 8:31 
 

Inductive Bible Study 
       -observation: what do I see? 

       -interpretation: what does it mean? 

       -application: how can I apply this to my life? 
 
2 Peter 1:20-21 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
____________, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 
they were moved by the ______ _________. 

                                                      

                                                               Hermeneutics 
Inductive method - looks at the whole text in its context and pulls out facts, interprets them, 
and then applies them. 

Deductive method - starts with a premise such as a topic or idea and then pulls out the 
relative ideas. 

Eisegesis - "reading into the Scriptures" one's own presuppositions, ideas, and thoughts. 

Exegesis - "draw out," extracting objectively, in a systematic study, what a text is actually 
saying to its original intended readers in their language, culture,                                            

and setting before we can discover what it means. 

Criticism - “analysis” investigate a passage, in order to form an opinion and then use it for 
didactic (educational) purposes. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use 
deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth 
plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 
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“To be true to the scriptures we need to be honest with our interpretation.”  
- Landon Churchill 

WHAT DOES TEXT MEAN? 
- Interpret ______________ 
- Study in Context 
- Let Scripture Interpret Scripture 
- NT Takes Precedence 
 
Memory Verse - 2 Timothy 2:15  (Fill in the blanks) 
_________ to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

____________  _____________  the word of truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOOLS FOR INTERPRETATION are the same for all three forms: 

It is an attempt to determine what the passage meant to the people who originally hear it. 

1. What does the author mean to make him write this way? 
   see – feel – think  

2. Why does he write this? 

3. What would it mean to the people who heard it in biblical time and culture? 
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There are some tools that are good for instructional and exhortive forms. 

(a) What is the reason for the idea? 

(b) Why did the author use it? 

(c) Could he have used another word? 

(d) What does the idea mean? 

(e) What is the relationship of this idea to events before following ideas? 

(f) Context is most important. 

 
HOMEWORK - NARRATIVE TEXT 
 
1. Read the text (Mark 2:1-12) several times. Take your time and observe carefully. 
2. Answer the questions on the following page. Be sure to finish the assignment.  
 
Questions relating to Mark 2:1-12 
 
O 1. Who are the people mentioned in the story? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
O 2. In the story, where was Jesus at that time? 
___________________________________________________________ 
O 3. What happened? Relate the whole story in your own words. 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 4. What are some of the physical problems of a paralytic? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
O 5. How difficult would it be for him to get to Jesus? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 6a. What kind of men were these four? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 6b. Why were they so persistent? 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 6c. Whose faith was Jesus talking about at this moment? 
___________________________________________________________ 
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I 7. Why did Jesus say: “Son, your sins are forgiven.”? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
I 8. What are the scribes questioning about the statement of Jesus? 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 9. When did Jesus begin to answer their questions? 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 10. Read verses 9-11 again. Which is easier to say? Why? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 11. What are the parallels between sin and paralysis? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 12. Someone who is paralyzed is really like what? 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 13. What does Christ do for sinners? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
I 14. What is the main point of the text? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
A 15. Do you have the faith to carry someone spiritually paralyzed to Christ? 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
List specific ways you would do it. 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
A 16. List the obstacles that you experienced in bringing people to Christ. 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
How would you overcome them? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
A 17. List some practical ways you can show that you care for sinners. 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
A 18. How can you work with others in bringing people to Christ? 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
YOU ARE A MESSENGER GOING OUT TO THE PEOPLE. 
REMEMBER THAT SIN PARALYZES! 


